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Florida State University
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Spring 2021 Commencement Speech

Hello, I'm Jonathan Levin this year’s student body president and let me start off by saying
congratulations! Today is about us - to look back on the good days and bad days to think about the
memories we established right here at Florida State University.

Around one year ago, we were sitting in our living rooms with our world at what seemed like shambles.
Some of us were thinking we would return to campus quickly when others thought the exact opposite.
None of us truly knew what was going to happen next.

But here’s what | know now - we the class of 2021 are beyond resilient. Students across the globe but
especially here at FSU redefined what it means to be unconquered. But now, we have an opportunity.
The opportunity to take the skills we were taught, the strengths we acquired, and the character we have
developed into out of what we call the simulation
and into the world. As Seminoles, it is our duty to
be the shining light in a room full of darkness, to
stand when everyone else is sitting, to live a life with
a moral compass in hand, and to seek excellence in
all that we do. Now | don’t have much more advice
especially for someone that is around your age.

So, if you remember anything from the speech,
remember a four-letter word - HOME. Here at
Florida State University many of us have found a

home. A place where we sat in a room together

and discussed big picture ideas on how to further our institution, a place where we learned theories and
lessons to develop us as individuals. A place where a random roommate turned into a lifelong friend. A
place where you might have fallen in love, or a heartbreak occurred. Or maybe a place where a Tuesday
afternoon turned into a courtyard day. Recall these memories and experiences that have made us who we
are today and will be the root cause for who we are in the future. Never forget that here at Florida State
University you have a home.

Congratulations Class of 2021, and as always and for the rest of our lives - go Noles!

In Seminole Pride,
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Florida State University
2020-2021 Student Government Association

Achievement Report

This report is to include all projects and initiatives worked on by the Levin-Janvier-Hall
Administration during the 2020-2021 academic school year.

The five categories are:
Completed * Continuous * Unapproved « Uncompleted * Halted by COVID-19

Online tracking of our administrative operations was found on the SGA website during our term.
However, click the link for a PDF version:
file:///Users/jjl/Downloads/2020-2021%20PLATFORM%20-%20LJH%20Admin.pdf
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Advocacy
Campus Safety

The following projects were completed by the Levin-Janvier-Hall Administration:

1. Accessibility Efforts

1.1. The Executive Branch worked with the Athletics Department to ensure closed captioning on screens at all
athletic events.

1.2. The Executive Branch worked with the Student Alumni Association to ensure closed captioning on
screens during Homecoming events.

1.3. The Executive Branch posted information on the SGA Instagram to increase education on the services
the Office of Accessibility provides to students. This includes different ways students can obtain ADA swipe
access.

1.4. The Executive Branch allocated $1000 to the Food for Thought Pantry to increase their food supply.
1.5. The Executive Branch allocated $1000 to the Professional Clothing Closet.

2. Advocacy
2.1. To support Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the executive branch took a picture with a breast cancer
support background and posted it to raise awareness and support for Relay for Life.

2.2. In conjunction with Movement850 and the Black Student Union, the Student Government Association
supported the FSU Football Unity Walk by attending and supporting through advertisement and operations.
This occurred on June 13th, 2020.

3. Campus Safety

3.1. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the FSU and UF SGAs competed in a competition to get the most
students to sign onto PledgeTlLH and live a safe lifestyle. FSU won with over 4,000 more pledges.

3.2. Due to the health concerns of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Executive Branch provided 5,000 hand
sanitizers to FSU Homecoming for Homecoming Live.

3.3. On numerous occasions, members of the Executive Branch met with Chief Terry Brown to discuss
campus and Tallahassee safety efforts which is discussed below.

3.4. The TOMProject was established in honor of Tom Idowu.
3.4.1. The Memorial Service occurred in May of 2021.

3.4.2. With the aim of installing AEDs in every residence hall, $14,006 was raised through the FSU
GreatGive. The executive branch leadership continues to work to create a $150,000 endowment to
provide continuous maintenance funding.
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Florida State University
Campus Safety Student Government Association

Co-collegiate Affairs

3.4.3. The Executive Branch was approved by the SGA Senate Sweepings Committee to allocate
$20,000 to buy 1,000 EKGs. On March 31st, the Executive Branch hosted a Heart Screening Day
throughout campus.

3.4.4. The Executive Branch allocated $15,000 to Campus Recreation to fund CPR certifications for
students.

3.5. FSUPD Educational Page

3.5.1. FSU Police Department worked with the Executive Branch to create Officer Report Cards that
evaluate their officers on multiple metrics. In order to understand the statistics, Chief Brown created a
video to comprehend the information. This video will be posted near the report cards.

3.5.2. Working with Seminole Productions, the Executive Branch led the production of an Educational
Case Process video. This video explains the process of a police investigation once a criminal incident
occurs.

3.5.3. Links for additional resources will be posted at the bottom of the FSUPD website.

3.6. In order to increase student representation and accountability, Student Body Vice President Janvier and
Chief of Staff Roca were appointed to the FSUPD hiring board for the 2020 session.

3.7. The Executive Branch leadership lobbied the Faculty Senate to mandate the addition of information for
the University Counseling Center, Victim Advocate Program, and University Health Services to all syllabi. This
allows all students to have quick and easy access to this information which could truly change the course of a
student’s life.

3.8. Combating Sexual Assault

3.8.1. The Director of Cabinet Affairs planned and executed a campus leadership meeting on
September 23rd with representatives from the Division of Student Affairs, Fraternity & Sorority Life,
kNOwMore, TitlelX, and the Student Government Association.

3.8.2. The Executive Branch advocated and encouraged a Division of Student Affairs Standing
Committee to evaluate and combat sexual assault. The vision is for this committee to not treat this issue
as a campaign, but permanent focus. The establishment of this committee will be decided on over the
Summer of 2021.

3.8.3. The "Angel” Drink program at local bars allowed individuals to report if they felt unsafe to the
bartenders in a secret way. This was completed at The Strip.

4. Co-collegiate Affairs

4.1. Due to travel restrictions, we were unable to visit FSU Panama City Campus. Therefore, on October
19th, the leadership of SGA from Tallahassee and the SGA from the Panama City Campus, had a virtual joint
showcase to explain the set-up of our associations and how they can work better together.
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Development

4.2. Our Executive Branch had numerous meetings with the Panama City Student Government President
throughout the fall and spring semester.

4.3. The leadership from FAMU and TCC were invited to major FSU SGA events such as State of the Student
Body, Inauguration, and multiple meetings with the major and city officials.

4.4. During the 2020 National elections, FSU Student Body President Levin, FAMU Student Body President
McClinton, and FAMU Student Body Vice President Whigham created a promotional video to encourage
voting and our civic duty.

5. Development

5.1. An SGA retreat occurred with the executive branch to bond and plan for the academic school year
during the Fall 2021 semester.

5.2. Chief of Staff Roca established standard operating procedures for the executive branch for further
administrations to utilize and ensure administrative continuity.

5.3. Four-on-Ones were conducted from the Executive Branch leadership and members of the Office of the
President and Executive Cabinet to provide professional and personal mentorship.

5.4. Legislation was written and signed by Student Body President Levin to update the difference between
the Executive Office and Cabinet. The Executive Office of the President which included the Chief of Staff,
Deputy Chief of Staff, and Press Secretary. The Executive Office now serves as the administrative arm of
the Executive Branch. Whereas the Executive Cabinet was updated to clarify the roles and positions of the
Executive Cabinet, which serves as the entity to carry out executive projects.

5.5. The Past President’s Circle was reestablished under the Division of Student Affairs. This group serves as a
support mechanism for the association and division.

5.6. The murals in the DeGraff Tunnel, painted by Myah Freeman, were put under protective material to
ensure destruction.

5.7. Due to the many positional changes at our institution, Student Body President Levin, Student Body Vice
President Janvier, and Student Body Treasurer Hall served on the search committee for the Assistant Student
Government & Advocacy Director, CARE Director, and FSU Presidential Search committee respectfully.

5.8. Transportation Initiatives: In order to decrease the issues surrounding parking and transportation issues
below were initiatives the Executive Branch presented to the Director of Transportation & Parking Services.

Levin-Janvier-Hall Administration 2020-2021 | 7




Florida State University
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Diversity & Inclusion

5.8.1. Increase efficiency to the bus transportation system: All parking garages now have a bus stop at
or near their location.

5.8.2. The Secretary of Student Life worked to add seven additional spots on the SafeBus to the
following locations:

5.8.2.1. Jim Moran Building

5.8.2.2. Warren Building

5.8.2.3. Challenger Learning Center

5.8.2.4. Carnaghi Arts Building

5.8.2.5. Innovation Park - Mag Lab

5.8.2.6. Innovation Park - Engineering School
5.8.2.7. Innovation Park - Material Research Building

5.8.3. There are no longer additional charges for two-wheeled vehicles, regardless of other registered
vehicles.

5.9. The Executive Branch provided retirement gifts for members of the FSU administration that retired.
Furthermore, gifts and cards were given to members of FSU's staff that supported student leaders throughout
the year.

5.10. The Executive Branch worked with University Libraries to allow double-sided printing to save paper and
increase sustainability.

6. Diversity & Inclusion

6.1. Student Representation

6.1.1. Student Body Vice President Janvier and Secretary of Internal Affairs Abhair were appointed
to serve on the President’s Anti-Racism, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force which aided in the
recommendations that were posted on the SGA Instagram.

6.1.2. Student Body President Levin and Student Body Treasurer Hall aided in the creation and were
appointed to serve on the Division of Student Affairs Jewish Life Task Force. The recommendations sent
to the Vice President of Student Affairs were all approved. Within these recommendations, Kosher
dining being a part of Seminole Dining was included.

6.1.2.1. Student Body President Levin was proud to work with Shayna Cohen and other student
leaders to sign legislation to create the Jewish Student Union as an SGA Agency. With the newly
established JSU, Student Body President Levin was honored to serve as a guest speaker for first
ever International Holocaust Remembrance Day event.

Levin-Janvier-Hall Administration 2020-2021 | 8




. . ) Florida State University
Diversity & Inclusion Student Government Association

Governmental Affairs
Student Engagement

6.1.3. Student Body President Levin and Student Body Vice President Janvier aided in the creation of
the Hispanic Latinx Student Life Task Force which presented their recommendations to Vice President
Hecht.

6.2.In the summer of 2020, the executive branch organized National Coalition Building Institute training for
SGA officers. There was a desire to make this training recurring, but there was no response from organizers.

6.3. At the August Board of Trustees meeting, Student Body President Levin addressed the board by
expressing the desire to rename BK Roberts Hall on behalf of students.

6.4. Working in conjunction with representatives from the tribe, the Seal of the Student Body President was
updated to be more reflective of the Seminole Tribe of Florida.

7. Governmental Affairs

7.1. Serving as a member of the Calendar Committee, the Student Body President presented the concept of
establishing Election Day as an FSU holiday. Since the calendar needs to be approved by the Florida Board of
Governors, we were unsuccessful to accomplish this for the 2020-2021 school year. However, this proposal
will be discussed at the next Calendar Committee meeting.

7.2. The legislative Agenda was approved and passed which supported topics such as Bright Futures,
Veterans Scholarships, DACA Students, and stood against campus carry.

7.3. When ICE released their memo not allowing international students to take classes due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the leadership of the Executive Branch immediately sent a letter to our governmental relations
office in Washington D.C. Our federal lobbyist advocated to ensure our disagreement with this decision.

7.4. On October 31, 2020, the Executive Branch hosted the March to the Polls event which brought together
about 50 students to rally, educate, and encourage voting and our civic duty.

8. Student Engagement

8.1. The leadership of the executive branch represented SGA at football, basketball (men and women), and
baseball games. All other games did not allow attendees, or we were unable to attend.

8.2. Turn Out Don’t Burn Out was hosted on July 24th in conjunction with the Garden of Healing and Resilient
Noles as a part of FSU Summer Nights. This event focused on activism in the community and mental health.

8.3. The executive branch attended a CARE engagement meeting in July of 2020 to meet the CARE Class of
Fall 2020.

8.4. The Executive Branch worked with University Relations to provide specialized artwork to go along with
diplomas for the Class of 2020.

8.5. Due to the efforts of the Executive Branch, the leadership worked with University Relations and Deans to
ensure names would be read at the 2020 commencement ceremonies.
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Student Engagement

8.6. In the Fall of 2020, a referendum was posted on my.fsu.edu to obtain student life opinion questions.
These answers were reported back to the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs.

8.7. Over the Summer of 2020, the Secretary of Student Life worked to get the new HLSU banner on Legacy
Walk hung up to read “Latinx”.

8.8. The Executive Branch leadership partnered with BiteSquad to provide weekly discounts to students,
faculty, and staff - especially during quarantine sessions during the COVID-19 pandemic.

8.9. The Frequently Asked Questions Page was added to the SGA website in the summer of 2020. There is
also a section for questions to be submitted and answered by a member of the Executive Branch leader. The
SGA Frequently Asked Questions Page can be found here: https://sga.fsu.edu/frequently-asked-questions.
shtml

8.10. The Executive Branch leadership partnered with Seminole Student Boosters to do a giveaway fora FSU
Combat Jersey. This giveaway increased social media interaction and school morale.

8.11. Every week, the Executive Branch leadership posts on the newly established Community Calendar
Instagram page with the weekly events.

8.12. Greek Life

8.12.1. Leadership from the Executive Branch met with leadership from all 4 greek councils: IFC, MGC,
NPHC, and Panhellenic - to work on ways to unify the councils and further the communities.

8.12.2. The initial intent of the Executive Branch was to visit each chapter during their weekly meetings.
However, due to the lack of in-person chapter meetings, we decided to set up meetings with the
leadership from greek chapters. We completed meetings with the following greek chapters:

8.12.2.1. Beta Theta Pi
8.12.2.2. Delta Chi

8.12.2.3. Kappa Sigma
8.12.2.4. Pi Kappa Alpha
8.12.2.5. Sigma Phi Epsilon
8.12.2.6. Phi lota Alpha
8.12.2.7. Alpha Phi Alpha
8.12.2.8. Delta Sigma Theta
8.12.2.9. Alpha Chi Omega
8.12.2.10. Alpha Delta Pi
8.12.2.11. Chi Omega
8.12.2.12. Kappa Alpha Theta
8.12.2.13. Kappa Delta
8.12.2.14. Kappa Kappa Gamma
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Student Veterans &
Military Affiliated Students

8.13. Future Seminoles

8.13.1. The leadership of the Executive Branch participated in the FSU Childcare Center Trunk-or-Treat
event.

8.13.2. In summer of 2020, members of the Executive Branch met with students from the following
schools to provide information on applying to FSU and different ways to get involved:

8.13.2.1. Pompano Beach High School
8.13.2.2. Olympia High School
8.13.2.3. Gulf Breeze High School

8.14. An application to be appointed on university committees was posted in the Summer of 2020. Over 50
students represent the student body on these committees.
8.15. As an administration, we met for the first time with the following RSOs and organizations:
8.15.1. Askew Student Life Center
8.15.2. Autism Speaks U
8.15.3. Bellydancers of FSU
8.15.4. Best Buddies
8.15.5. Blacks In Computing
8.15.6. Black Student Athlete Association
8.15.7. Diversifi
8.15.8. Gymnastics Club
8.15.9. Habitat for Humanity
8.15.10. Hispanic Latinx Student Union
8.15.11. Renegade Leadership Honor Society
8.15.12. Shattering Shackles
8.15.13. Sustainable Campus
8.15.14. Tau Beta Sigma

9. Student Veterans & Military Affiliated Students

9.1. In conjunction with the Student Senate, a resolution that supports the Student Veterans Center under the
Office of the President was passed and presented to SVC Director, Colonel Billy Francis.

9.2. The Fallen Heroes Ceremony was executed by the leadership of the Executive Branch and Director,
Georgia Brown, in November of 2020 that honored the 6,973 fallen service members that were Killed-In-
Action since 9/11. An American flag, representing each service member, was placed on Mina Jo Powell
Alumni Green. The entire FSU community was brought together to honor and respect these individuals.
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Affiliated Students

Tallahassee Community
Transparency

9.3. Working with the council leadership of the Fraternity and Sorority Life, the Executive Branch was able to
advocate and implement council due waivers for all FSU contracted servicemembers and/or veterans. This
was approved by the Interfraternity Council and the Multicultural Greek Council. The next Executive Board of
the Panhellenic Association and National Panhellenic Council will be voting on this for the Fall semester.

9.4. A direct link to the Student Veteran's Center was added to the SGA website under the Veteran Student
Union’s page.

9.5. The Student Veteran'’s Ball was executed on March 19th at the Alumni Association House. This event was
supported and led by the Executive Branch, Collegiate Veterans of America, and the Veterans Student Union.
Leaders from Pi Kappa Alpha, Sigma Phi Epsilon, Kappa Alpha Theta, Kappa Delta, and Chi Omega were
essential to the completion of the ball.

10. Tallahassee Community

10.1. On June 9th, 2020, the Student Body Presidents of Tallahassee Community College, Florida Agricultural
& Mechanical University, and Florida State University, with many other student leaders met with the mayor of
Tallahassee and his staff to discuss initiatives around campus safety and student representation. The chiefs of
both, Tallahassee Police Department and Florida State University Police Department were also present and
active in the conversation.

10.2. A Tallahassee vigil was hosted on June 6th, 2020, and June 17th, 2020 to memorialize the lives loss
throughout our community. This effort was directly led by Student Body Vice President Janvier. These vigils
had over 100 people in attendance.

11. Transparency

11.1. By posting more frequently, generating more advertisements, increasing followers, and connecting the
FSU network with other DSOs and RSOs, our social media pages (such as Instagram and Facebook) were
transformed. Engagement was raised by 4,967% within the first quarter.

11.2. Press Secretary Hanley met with representatives from HerCampus, FSView, and the Tallahassee
Democrat to report on operations and confirm any statements from the Executive Branch.

11.3. An emailing list was created to inform and update students on operations of the Student Government
Association. The link to sign can be found here: https://mailchi.mp/2255a331adfc/fsusga

11.4. Newsletters with the updates, actions, and successes of the executive branch were written in monthly
newsletters. Newsletters for the months of September, October, November/December, and January were
posted for the student body.

11.5. The Executive Branch hosted Town Halls to relay information on projects and administrative updates
on June 29th, July 27th, August 31st, September 28th, and October 26th of 2020. These town halls were
posted on the SGA Instagram.
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Unapproved Projects

The following projects will be continued and taken over by the Janvier-Thykadavil-
Gray Administration:

1. Community App

2. Documentary Video between Tallahassee Institutions

3. DSA anti-Sexual Assault Standing Committee

4. Election Day as a FSU holiday

5. FSL Military waiver

6. FSUPD Educational Page

7. Operational Independent Investigation with FAMU/FSU College of Criminology
8. Round UP for FSU campaign

9. Seminole Tribe of Florida Tapestry in Student Union

10. TOMProject

The following projects were unapproved by FSU administration and staff:

1.19.47 campaign: This was a project envisioned by the leadership of the Executive Branch and the
Student Foundation. The purpose was to encourage students to take a pledge to donate $19.47 per
semester to the student foundation.

2. ADA student specific swipe access

3. Release of Body Cam Footages: Student Body President Levin met with the State Attorney to advocate
for the release - it was denied.

4. Student Leadership Reception

5. Student Representative on City Committee: This was denied by the mayor's office.
©. Tallahassee Mural

/. Tallahassee Police Department Police Report Cards: This was denied by the TPD.
8. Townhall with Seminole Tribe of Florida leadership

9. Transportation
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Uncompleted Projects

9.1. Freshman parking restrictions
9.2. First come first serve permits
10. First ticket as warning every semester
11. UCC/UHS/VAP information on FSUIDs

12. Vendor-expense database was denied by SG&A staff. Students should email the staff if there is a
question about a company's vendor status.

13. Veterans Leadership Council

The following initiatives were not completed:
1. Agencies Heritage Month in Suwannee
. Agency Speaker Series
. Cookies or Donuts for Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

. Email to RSOs by Exec

2
3
4
5. Generate Graduate and Undergraduate Student Mentorship (MOCAA)
6. Homecoming Parade - cancelled

7. “lam an UPStander” Day

8. Office of Transfer Students

9. Prayer Breakfast

10. Referendum in the Spring semester

11. RISE UP FSU

12. RSO Funding Workshops (Semesterly)

13. RSO Funding Course during RSO recognition

14. Student advocate program

15. Time Capsule in Union

16. Unity Campaign

17. Video on Institutional Funding (tuition/A&S, Legislature, Fundraising) with Student Foundation
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The following initiatives did not occur due to the COVID-19 Pandemic:

1. ACC Federal Relations trip
2. ACC Media Day - Send representative
3. Accessibility programming at SGA events

4. Affix Cameras on the Emergency Blue Light

Telephones

5. Air Force leadership conference

6. Attend SAAC Meeting

7. Autism Program Support

8. Basketball Annual practice

9. Basketball Kickoff Dinner

10. “Beyond the Badge”

11. Breighton Field Day

12. Campus Safety Walk

13. Direct Support Organization Mixer
14. Division of Student Affairs Pep Rally
15. Donuts for Homecoming Council
16. Dress for Success

17. Eco-friendly confetti at graduation
18. FASC Panel with FAMU

19. Friendsgiving

20. Football Annual Practice

21. Football Engagement with Coach Norvell

22. Free Leach guest passes

23. FSUPD and Greek Relations

24. |JH Read at Childcare Center

25. March on Washington

26. Market Wednesday After Dark
27.NatCon

28. Outside the office, office hours

29. Pasta Bar

30. Professional Clothing Closet collection
31. Professional day

32. Reusable Water Bottles at SGA Events
33. Ride Along with FSUPD

34. “Start Count”

35. Surprise Breakfast

36. Talk at local schools

37. Union Tour - Construction Site

38. Welcome Back BBQ
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