
 
 

THIRTIETH CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 
Assembly Meeting 

Monday, March 7, 2022 
6:30 p.m. 
Agenda 

 
Call to Order:  
 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Reading and Approval of Minutes: 
 
Petitions into the Assembly:  
 
Special Introductions and Student Comments:  
 
Messages from Student Government:  
 
Report from the Office of Governmental Affairs: 
  
Report of the Budget Committee: Bill 7: 2022-2023 Annual Budget Proposal  
 
Consideration of the Annual Budget:  
 
Round Table:  
 
Adjournment:  
 
Next Meeting: Monday, March 21, 2022 at 6:30p.m. on Zoom  
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ACCOUNT ALLOCATION 
AMOUNT DESCRIPTION BALANCE 

UNALLOCATED 
 $27,617 For RSO funding requests at 

COGS meetings 

 
$24,342.00 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL (C-
SAC) $3,000 RSO funding for allocations less 

than $1000 for the fiscal year $1,554.61 

LSC $44,000 
Funding allocations from Law 
School Council to Law School 

Student Organizations 
$66,363.50 

MSC $44,000 

Funding allocations from 
Medical School Council to 
Medical School Student 

Organizations 

$18,351.46 

PRESENTATION 
GRANTS (Jul-Oct) $53,000 Presentation Grant balance for 

the July-October funding period $0 

PRESENTATION 
GRANTS (Nov-Feb) $60,000 

Presentation Grant balance for 
the November-February 

funding period 
$77,648.76 

PRESENTATION 
GRANTS (Mar-Jun) $47,000 Presentation Grant balance for 

the March-June funding period 

 
 

$47,000    
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE GRANTS 
(Jul-Oct) $6,000 Attendance Grant balance for 

the July-October funding period 

 
$0 

 

ATTENDANCE GRANTS 
(Nov-Feb) $6,000 

Attendance Grant balance for 
the November-February 

funding period 
$7,766.02 

ATTENDANCE GRANTS 
(Mar-Jun) $5,000 Attendance Grant balance for 

the March-June funding period 

 
$5,000 
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FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 
CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 

Allocation, Revision, or Transfer 
 

30th Congress of Graduate Students 
 
 

Bill #: 7 
 

Sponsored by: Deputy Speaker Creigh  
 

Date: March 7, 2022 
 

 
Amount: $1,265,303.00 
 
On February 11, 2022, the COGS Budget Committee voted to adopt the attached budget 
for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. 
 
With the proviso for Presentation Grants: 

• $53,000 for travel between July 1 and October 31 
• $60,000 for travel between November 1 and February 28 
• $47,000 for travel between March 1 and June 30 

 
With the proviso for Attendance Grants: 

• $6,000 for travel between July 1 and October 31 
• $6,000 for travel between November 1 and February 28 
• $5,000 for travel between March 1 and June 30 

 
Purpose & Description: To provide funding for organizations and programs for 1 July 2022 
through 30 June 2023 
 
 
To be voted on by the COGS Assembly on March 7, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. Zoom link: 
https://fsu.zoom.us/j/95026874940. For this meeting, public comment is welcome. 

https://fsu.zoom.us/j/95026874940


ORGANIZATION SALARY OPS WAGES CONT. SERV. EXPENSE FOOD CLOTHING & AWARDS TOTAL

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT

Black Graduate Student Association 700.00 1,200.00 1,100.00 1,500.00 4,500.00

CHAOS @ FSU 3,000.00 750.00 3,750.00

Cheminoles 577.00 3,140.00 500.00 4,217.00

Graduate Researchers of Geography 700.00 1,200.00 1,900.00

Graduate Women in STEM (GWIS) 1,000.00 1,300.00 1,400.00 3,700.00

Higher Education Student Association 0.00 1,500.00 1,000.00 500.00 3,000.00

Hispanic Graduate Student Association 3,400.00 1,800.00 2,300.00 700.00 8,200.00

History Graduate Student Association 1,200.00 340.00 1,505.00 3,045.00

Indian Student Association of Tallahassee 600.00 2,400.00 3,000.00

LEARN 1,500.00 2,100.00 2,515.00 6,115.00

Neuroscience Graduate Student Association 4,480.00 1,000.00 5,480.00

Organization of Religion Graduate Students (ORGS) 3,500.00 1,500.00 5,000.00

Philosophy Graduate Student Association 2,500.00 250.00 2,750.00

Physics Graduate Student Association 1,750.00 1,750.00

Political Science Graduate Student Association 6,530.00 150.00 600.00 7,280.00

Society for Musicology 4,000.00 200.00 4,200.00

Society for the Advencement of Learned Slavic Academics (SALSA) 2,000.00 1,000.00 500.00 500.00 4,000.00

The Cell and Molecular Graduate Student Association 1,800.00 1,200.00 550.00 3,550.00

DEPARTMENTS & AFFILIATED PROJECTS

FSU CHILDCARE CENTER 301,690.00 301,690.00

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP & POLICY STUDIES 0.00 2,500.00 11,200.00 12,200.00 3,200.00 29,100.00

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 2,640.00 15,100.00 1,000.00 18,740.00

GLOBE BUILDING 61,706.00 30,360.00 2,460.00 94,526.00

DEPARTMENT OF SPORT MANAGEMENT 8,000.00 3,000.00 9,400.00 5,200.00 4,400.00 30,000.00

FUNDING BOARDS

LAW SCHOOL COUNCIL 5,000.00 33,000.00 18,000.00 5,000.00 61,000.00

MED SCHOOL COUNCIL 3,300.00 58,501.73 22,715.00 300.00 84,816.73

COGS GRANT PROGRAMS

CONF PRESENTATION GRANTS 244002 160,000.00 160,000.00

CONF ATTENDANCE GRANTS - 244031 17,000.00 17,000.00

DISSERTATION RESEARCH - 244004 10,000.00 10,000.00

ORG SUPPORT GRANT (C-SAC) - 244006 3,000.00 3,000.00

COGS ADMIN

SGA SALARY ACCOUNT 135,000.00 7,300.00 142,300.00

OVERHEAD 180,000.00

COGS OFFICERS 16,000.00 16,000.00

OPS OFFICE STAFF 7,700.00 7,700.00

FOOD 1,500.00 1,500.00

OFFICE SUPPLIES 500.00 500.00

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 1,500.00 1,500.00

MAINTAENANCE & REPAIR 500.00 500.00

SPEAKERS REQUEST 4,000.00 4,000.00

COGS UNALLOCATED 25,993.27

TOTAL 196,706.00 363,750.00 42,830.00 333,068.73 102,405.00 20,550.00 0.00

COGS 2022-2023 Budget Requests
Allocation $1,265,303.00



 
 

THIRTIETH CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 
Assembly Meeting 

Monday, February 21, 2022 
6:30 p.m. 
Agenda 

 
Call to Order: 6:37pm 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Rep. Hagemeyer 
 
REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: Adhikari, Amaraneni, Baffour-Awuah Junior, Basualdo, Boatright, 
Collins, Creigh, Delva, Gfatter, Goulette, Hagemeyer, Ilesanmi, Linsky, Neale, Noor Mustafa, 
Rogowski, Ryan, Smith, Vaughn, Vouzas, Wilson, Young 
 
REPRESENTATIVES LEFT EARLY, EXCUSED: Smith, Adhikari, Noor Mustafa, Linsky, Wilson, 
Amareneni, Boatright, Baffour-Awuah Junior, Vaughn 
 
REPRESENTATIVES LEFT EARLY, UNEXCUSED:  
 
REPRESENTATIVES ABSENT, EXCUSED: Galeano, Harshe, Hirsch, Horner, Young 
 
REPRESENTATIVES ABSENT, UNEXCUSED: Myhre 
 
REPRESENTATIVE LATE, EXCUSED:  
 
REPRESENTATIVES LATE, UNEXCUSED:  
 
Reading and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes: Hagemeyer; Second: Boatright 
 
Petitions into the Assembly: N/A 
 
Special Introductions and Student Comments: N/A 
 
Messages from Student Government: N/A 
 
Report from the Office of Governmental Affairs: N/A 
  
Report of Officers: 

• The Report of the Speaker  
o Absent  

• The Report of the Deputy Speaker for Finance 
o We completed the hearings and deliberations for the 2022-2023 budget – this is posted 

on the COGS website (bill 6)  
o I recommend looking through the proposed bill to understand the allocation of these 

funds better. This is the largest budget we’ve ever had.  
o Attendance grants and presentation grants look untouched, but we are getting a better 

process for students to get approval much quicker  
o I will be stepping down as Deputy Speaker for Finance at the end of this semester, April 

18th will be my last assembly meeting in this position. If any of you are interested in 

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 
CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 



taking over this role, I would want someone to shadow me, so you get a sense of the 
responsibilities.  

• The Report of the Deputy Speaker of Judicial Affairs 
o You should have received an email from me about Roberts Rules of Order. The 

information manual should be available from me soon, once it is approved by internal 
affairs.  

• The Report of the Deputy Speaker of Communications 
o Nothing to report this week.  

 
Committee Report: 

• C-SAC: Dep Speaker Creigh 
o We discussed Resolution 3. The Cheminoles are requesting funds for a research event 

where undergraduate students give research presentations. They’ve held this event for 
several years. The $365 is for food from an approved vendor. It was approved 3-0-0 in 
the C-SAC committee.  

• Internal Affairs: Rep. Linsky  
o We met on 2/14. We did not have quorum. We talked about rules and procedures and 

how to enforce it.  
o Ryan: I’d like to call acting Speaker Creigh to call to order to cease Rep. Linsky.  
o Linsky: See, this is a good example. By acknowledging the point of order, the speaker 

can control the conversation to ensure it is pertinent to the topic at hand. This maintains 
productive debates, etc. I am going to put in the chat a link to our rules and procedures.  

• Student Advocacy: Rep. Noor Mustafa 
o We are going to meet 2/28. Last time, rep. Rogowski gave a report on behalf of the 

student advocacy committee. All the team members are working on different areas on 
how to move forward. Now we are doing more tangible tasks. Rep. Ilesanmi and I went 
to FSU childcare center the other day. 43% of the children there are children of faculty 
members. There are 224 children on the waiting list. Since we are representing 
graduate students, only half of the graduate students are able to utilize the facility. We 
want to suggest that the discount for graduate students can be decreased. Or if this can 
be expanded.  

o Collins: A point of interest that you could perhaps talk about is retaining and hiring 
childcare providers, because I know they had a hard time hiring for a while.  

• Student Affairs: Rep Smith 
o Thank you to everyone has filled out the Google form for the name tags. As soon as 

they’re approved, we’ll get them ordered for you all.  
 

Funding Requests:  
• Bill 03: Student Art Therapy Association, Contractual Services, Sponsored by Rep. Smith 

o They’re asking for $1000 for a workshop that is meant to highlight their own individual work and 
values. It will be broadcasted through their social media spaces, as well as a departmental 
newsletter and Linked in.  

o Madilynn Forgione (President): In the description we didn’t include the speaker’s name, but our 
speaker will be talking about community engagement and practice.  

o Questions:  
§ Hagemeyer: Is the date of this event this Saturday?  
§ Forgione: Yes. I had previously put in this request last semester. But it has not made it to 

COGS until this week.  
§ Linsky: Move to enter pro-con debate; Second: Vouzas 

o Pros: 



§ Linsky: This is not that much money. They’ve been trying to get it for a while. I’ll probably 
be voting in favor of this.  

§ Creigh: If we move quickly, we can get it covered in time. This organization has been 
persistent with COGS, and it demonstrates good leadership.  

§ Delva: This event is needed to engage the community in mental health, especially during 
times of COVID.  

o Cons:  
§ Hagemeyer: I’ve never seen anything funded this quick. If we expedited this service, it 

would come at an expense. But you could potentially reach out to our current speaker if 
this does not pass.  

§ Gfatter: Could we table this and maybe reimburse the organization at the expense of the 
speaker? 

§ Creigh: Are you asking if we can use speaker funds to reimburse? 
§ Gfatter: I’m wondering if the organization can front the money until we can reimburse 

them? 
§ Forgione: For a point of clarification, we do not need the money by February 26th.  
§ Linsky: I move to enter another pro/con debate; Delva: Second  

o Pros: 
§ Linsky: I don’t feel compelled to be the one to enforce certain parts of the finance code 

on a group who’s trying to get their share.  
§ Rogowski: I think going ahead and trying to get them that funding would be good since 

they have a longer history with COGS.  
§ Creigh: Yes. Point of information – speaker honorariums do not get paid until after the 

event, regardless of how far in advance it was submitted.  
§ Rogowski: I can empathize with trying to put an event on with so many obstacles.  

o Cons: 
§ Hagemeyer: I still think this will not be feasible. If it were up to me, I would vote no and 

have Speaker Harshe use speaker funds. It will get funded a lot faster.  
§ Gfatter: Motion to extend; Hagemeyer: Second 
§ Linsky: Point of order – you cannot extend con without extending pro. We can move into 

another round of pro/con.  
§ Creigh: Motion to move into 3rd round of pros; Collins: Second: 

o Pros: 
§ Motion to extinguish first round of pros: Linsky; Gfatter: Second.  

o Cons: 
§ Gfatter: I’m all for asking the speaker to wait, but if it sits in their account, it might be best 

served to have the speaker process this particular request.  
§ Rogowski: I’m still concerned about the speaker needing to get a contract and an 

approved vendor. Would there be any legal issues if the guest speaker was doing this 
event and not being an approved vendor?  

§ Forgione: I have been looking at the process for approving honorariums, but I have also 
started the process of the purchase order. According to my research, I would not need a 
purchase order. That is the information I have right now.  

§ Creigh: We have had purchase orders from honorariums in order to allocate the funds.  
§ Hagemeyer: I think we are treating purchase order and purchase request as the same. 

The contract itself is going to be enough from a purchase request. I am getting some 
more information about the technicalities of this reimbursement. We haven’t run into a 
situation where the speaker would be reimbursed after the fact.  

o Sponsor statement: 
§ I think they are well-prepared and are trying to get this through but at the end of the day, 

we’ll see what happens. I yield the rest of my time for the vote.  
o Vote: 12-4-2 bill passes 



• Bill 04: Department of Urban and Regional Planning Student Association, Sustainable Community 
Needs Assessment, Sponsored by Dep. Speaker Creigh 

o They are asking for approximately 6000 for 5 students to fly to Ecquador to represent FSU in a 
variety of ways.  

o Karina Amalbert (President): Essentially what we will do is travel to Ecuador. As planners, we 
will partner with an international client to help with a community needs assessment. We haven’t 
had international students since pre-COVID. Our partner has offered lodging, as well. We hope 
to fly out of Tallahassee as it is the safest option.  

o Questions: 
§ Gfatter: If it doesn’t fall within the expense, does it get reimbursed?  
§ Amalbert: We are a bit nervous that flights are going to increase. We are looking forward 

to purchasing flights. We’ve already been approved by FSU travel. Any money that isn’t 
used it will get reimbursed back.  

§ Vaughn: I am curious about the history of funding student trips?  
§ Creigh: We usually fund about 200 for conferences. I can’t speak to the exact amount 

per person. SGA only funds $175 per room, per night.  
§ Amalbert: I want to add that we will plan to present our findings at a conference upon 

return.  
§ Motion to extend: Vaughn; Second: Rogowski  
§ Boatright: You’re flying out March 11th?  
§ Amalbert: Yes. We are going to travel a day earlier if we go to Miami.  
§ Boatright: Does that put us within 30 days? 
§ Hagemeyer: For group travel, I think it’s supposed to be within 30 business days. But I’m 

not able to completely confirm that at this time. If this were not to be completely funded, 
would you still be able to go? 

§ Amalbert: Yes and no. The three primary researchers are from different backgrounds. If 
all three would not be able to travel, this would drastically affect the project. We just got 
approval from the provost for international travel.  

§ Motion to extend: Vaughn; Second: Gfatter  
§ Gfatter: I’m not clear if the rooms are staying within the $175 limit.  
§ Amalbert: I can try to re-evaluate the budget to include $175 per night.  
§ Rogowski: I don’t know if anyone knows if you would be able to buy this tomorrow, even 

if we approve this bill tonight.  
§ Amalbert: I was under the impression that we were able to move forward with 

reimbursement, which we are prepared for.  
§ Hagemeyer: It’s probably going to be booked through your travel rep and then they 

would get reimbursed. There wouldn’t be an issue getting you funded.  
o Pros:  

§ Gfatter: If the recipients in Ecuador are providing accommodations and means to get 
around, then I want to do our part to get our students there.  

§ Rogowski: It sounds like a good opportunity for these students, even if they aren’t able to 
fund it on their own.  

§ Hagemeyer: Motion to move to con; Collins: Second 
o Cons: 

§ Ultimately, it isn’t our decision whether the money gets to these organizations in time. 
We need waivers at least 15 business days in advance. I am nervous to approve this.  

§ Vaughn: I am a little torn, as well. I love the idea, but I have some thoughts about other 
graduate students who would love to go overseas. Has COGS approved something this 
large for travel?  

§ Hagemeyer: Move to extend pros and cons; Gfatter: Second 
o Pros:  

§ Hagemeyer: Our business manager thinks she might be able to get this done  



§ Gfatter: I know it is possible to get all their approvals at the very last second  
§ Creigh: I think this is a good opportunity to represent FSU internationally. Looking at the 

budget, we do have the funds.  
§ Collins: I think these types of opportunities is what brings money into FSU, so  

o Motion to call to extinguish con: Gfatter; Second: Rogowski  
o Vote: 12-2-2 

• Bill 05: Black Graduate Student Association, Reallocation of Contractual Services to Food, Sponsored 
by Dep. Speaker Delva 

o They are requesting we transfer money to food and clothing budget since they will not have any 
speakers planned for this funding period. I yield the rest of my time to questions.  

o Questions: 
§ Hagemeyer: Is this a transfer or an allocation?  
§ Delva: Yes  
§ Collins: Motion to amend the bill to remove transfer from COGS unallocated; Second: 

Gfatter  
§ Rogowski: Did they mention specifically what this would be for? 
§ Delva: No, they just mentioned that they would not be having any speakers.  
§ Hagemeyer: Dep. Speaker Creigh or Speaker Harshe will ensure funding is allocated to 

specific areas of need, as another layer of governance.  
o Pros:  

§ Hagemeyer: I’m shocked they want to transfer self-generated funds, but I don’t see a 
problem with this.  

§ Creigh: Usually when there is a transfer, it is likely for a good reason.  
§ Rogowski: We’ve discussed how important it is to spend this money, it’s much easier to 

spend money in the food category.  
o Cons: 

§ Baffour Awuah: As much as we want to use these funds, I don’t think it’s clear of what 
these funds will be used for.  

§ Motion to call to question: Collins; Vaughn: Second 
o Sponsor statement: 

§ I think this is a good use of funding because although they don’t have specific 
information of how to use the funds. Clothing and awards are easier to spend, so it’s 
easier to transfer those unused funds in order to maximize spending for other places.  

o Vote: 11-1-1 
• Bill 06: Reallocation of November 2021-February 2022 Grant Funding to Speaker Funds, Sponsored by 

Rep. Hagemeyer 
o Since we will only be discussing the budget next week, I wanted to present an alternative plan 

by taking money from conference presentation grants to transfer to speaker funds. We wanted 
to do an event for student veterans here, and the majority (of 500) are actually graduate 
students. These students feel isolated and distant from the student body. I wanted to put on an 
event for student veterans to interact. I’ve been working with the Veteran Student Union. We are 
requesting $4000 worth of food for ~200-250 people. A point that might be of contention is t-
shirts. The tshirts are more than $8 per shirt, however, COGS does not bind us to funding only 
$8. This was an effort to not push off this bill any longer.  

• Questions 
o Rogowski: I’m excited about this. In the description, there’s a mention of a live band? Do we pay 

for this? 
o Hagemeyer: It’s something that’s built into the rental cost. We will have the whole venue this 

time. So, this comes with a live band, food, games, etc.  
o Ryan: I was just wondering how you are going to advertise this to get people to show up? 
o Hagemeyer: This is going to be our focus to the next month. This will be promoted from the 

veteran student union. This will also be advertised through Greek organizations, too.  



o Motion to extend the questions for 3 minutes; Second: Delva 
o Delva: Would you have some type of sign-up sheet? How would you control for involvement?  
o Hagemeyer: It’ll be open for all students, however, we cannot deny FSU students to attending. 

We thought about RSVP, but now I think we may band veterans.  
o Delva: Would shirts be distributed at the event? 
o Hagemeyer: Yes, I’m hoping we will have some leftover too.  
o Collins: How are we making sure Greek organizations are not taking over the event? 
o Hagemeyer: Organizations will be advertised to first, and Greek organizations have offered to 

put down money of their own. I will also advertise in primarily graduate student areas.  
• Pros: 

o Rogowski: It sounds like a good event. If it’s anything like last semester, I think it’s a good idea. 
There’s some veterans in my department, who have struggled with the COVID situation.  

o Delva: I like the idea of having shirts and distributing them at the event. It sends a clear 
message of why we’re getting together and why we are celebrating. It’s going to be a good 
opportunity to interact.  

• Cons: 
o Motion to extinguish the rest of con and call to question: Collins; Second: Delva 

• Speaker comments: 
o I wanted to make a distinction about the speaker fund. Speaker Harshe and Dep. Speaker 

Creigh will ensure I am spending money where I am supposed to.  
• Vote: 12-0-2 

Unfinished Business:  
 
New Business: Resolution 3: CSAC Reallocation for the Cheminoles 

• Acting Speaker Creigh requests Dep Speaker Delva to take over as speaker while Speaker Creigh 
sponsors this resolution.  

• Delva accepts.  
• This is primarily for undergraduates, but it benefits the graduate students to give them experience with 

presenting and possibly recruiting new undergraduates who would be interested in the graduate 
program at FSU  

• Questions: 
o Vaughn: How many undergraduates would be there?  
o Creigh: 65, and 4 graduate students  
o Ryan: Rory, did you receive anything else for this?  
o Creigh: No breakdown, but this has been a running event for the past two or three years  

• Pros: 
o Collins: I think this is a good opportunity to connect with undergraduate students who could be 

potential research assistants.  
• Cons: 

o Seeing none  
o Ryan: Motion to call to question; Vaughn: Second 

• Vote: 12-0-1 

 
Round Table:  
 
Adjournment: 9:07p.m. 
 
Monday, March 7, 2022 at 6:30p.m. on Zoom  
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