74th Student Senate
Budget Committee
Date: 02/01/22 via Zoom
Call to Order: 5:02 p.m.
Members Present: Chair Gonzalez, Vice Chair Bettley, Senator(s) Barker, Edouard,
Himatsingani
Members Absent: Berger (Unexcused), Rider (Excused), Ritzel (Unexcused), Williams
(Unexcused)
Guests: None
Land Acknowledgment
Announcements:
● Chair - We have 2 bills. One of them is sponsored by most of you, but I will be stepping
down as chair since I am the sponsor. This should be a pretty quick meeting.
● Members - None
● Guests - None
Committee Business:
● Bill 5 and Bill 6
Old Business:
● None
New Business:
● Bill #5 - Sponsored by Senator Gonzalez - Transferring 2,000 in monies from AASU's
Expense Category to their Food Category to incentivize events for their Asian American
Heritage Month
○ Opening: This is a pretty standard transfer. We are moving $2,000 from the
expense category of the Asian American Student Union to the food category.
This is basically because all of the agencies faced big budget cuts last year due
to budget shortfalls. And so we are just moving money around because they do
not have enough in food to pay for the costs of Asian American Heritage Month.
They want to incentivize engagement and they’re trying to educate and reach a
lot of people. And food is the best way to bring people out.
○ Technical Non-Debatable

■

●

Senator Himatsingani- What is the current expense account is for the
Asian American Student Union?
■ Chair Gonzalez- I don’t know what it’s currently at, but I can show you
what they were budgeted. They were budgeted $6700 in expense and
$3000 in food, so about half.
○ General Questioning
■ None
○ Roundtable Debate
■ None
○ Motion to Call the Question
■ Senator Himatsingani moves
■ Senator Barker seconds
○ Closing: Thank you guys. If you think of any questions just let me know.
○ Voting Results:
■ Yes - (4) Barker, Edouard, Gonzalez, Himatsingani
■ No - (0)
■ Abstention - (0)
○ Bill passes
Bill #6 - Sponsored by Senator Gonzalez - Revising the statute regarding the Senate
Projects account to send Bills to the Budget Committee
○ Opening: Awesome, thank you. This is the one sponsored by everyone.
Basically Senate Projects is allocated by the Budget Committee everyone single
year, so I’m trying to expand the privy of Budget by moving all of the SGA people
that we have budget power over and allocation power over into Budget in terms
of managing their expenses. No one knows their budget more than us, so it
doesn’t make sense for any other committee to be administering money when we
know the money best. It used to always be Budget, but recently changed to
Finance. For some reason, no one ever caught it so it was never discusses.
Hopefully because this a bill that just focuses on that, it will prompt more
discussion. It just makes sense that it stays in Budget.
○ Technical Non-Debatable
■ None
○ General Questioning
■ Senator Himatsingani: Is there a reason why it was changed to Finance?
■ Chair Gonzalez- I’m not certain but I believe it had something to do with
the Bill that merged the duties of Finance and Budget and absolved the
Budget Committee as a whole. But that bill failed.
○ Roundtable Debate
■ None
○ Motion to Call the Question
■ Senator Himatsingani
■ Senator Edouard seconds
○ Closing: This is also pretty straightforward. I think this one will cause a little bit
more conversation when it hits the floor, but nothing that we can’t handle. But I
just think it makes the most sense. It’s our money, we manage it, so it should be
us reviewing the bills that’s how it’s always been.
○ Voting Results:
■ Yes - (4) Barker, Edouard, Gonzalez, Himatsingani

○

■ No - (0)
■ Abstention - (0)
Bill passes

Unfinished Business:
● None
Closing Announcements:
Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 8 at 5pm
Adjourned: 5:15 p.m.

__________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Chair

