73 Student Senate
Rules & Calendar Committee
Date: April 14th, 2021
rd

Call to Order: 5:09 PM
Members Present: Pro-Tempore Wang, Chairs Rudolph, Little, Stinson, Randall
Members Tardy:
Members Excused Absent: Chairs Martin, England
Members Absent: Chair Roy
Guests: Senator Villacorta, Parliamentarian Rowan, Clerk Connor
Announcements:
● President Pro Tempore – Land Acknowledgement
● Judiciary – Met on Monday. Bill 3 was withdrawn by the sponsor. Discussed Summer
Senate
● Finance – Met Tuesday at 5:30 PM. Passed a PAC resolution
● Oversight –
● Budget – Met on Monday. Heard 4 of Randall’s bills, but they were meant to go to SLAA
first, so we will go into Budget as a whole this evening in Senate. Passed Bills 33 and 34
● SLAA –
● RTAC – Did not meet. Updates: FSU Belly Dancers was approved for a certain amount,
thought the transaction fee would go over but at the last minute was able to pay in full.
There are no more RTAC requests. There are transfers from PAC and RTAC to Senate
Projects that will be on the Senate floor this evening (Bills 39 and 40).
● PAC –
● Guests – X
Committee Business:
● Resolution 4 - Sponsored by Senator Villacorta (P) - Amending Senate structure and
composition about who should run the meeting during the transition of senate and
vacancies
Old Business:
● Resolution 4 - Sponsored by Senator Villacorta (P) - Amending Senate structure and
composition about who should run the meeting during the transition of senate and
vacancies
○ Opening Statement:

■

○
○
○

Villacorta: Supreme Court declined to issue an advisory opinion. Article II
Section 1 of the Constitution puts legislative powers fully in the Student
Senate. Article II Section 2 states that the Senate shall select the
Senate’s President and Pro Tempore. Article III Section 1 states that all
executive powers of the student body shall be vested in the Student Body
President, assisted by the Student Body Vice President. Senate Rule 1.1
states that upon fall inauguration and the installation of the new Student
Senate, the Student Body Vice President shall call an organizational
meeting of the Senate and the Rules of Procedure from the previous
Senate shall be adopted. Rule 1.3 states that in the event that the
Student Body Vice President is unable to chair the meeting, the most
senior senator will assume the chair. Rule 1.3 also states that the chair
has the right to break a tie on the vote for a Student Senate President.
Rule 11.2 states that only student senators and senate officers shall be
allowed on the floor of the student senate during the senate meeting,
except for the advisor and program assistant. The Supreme Court of SGA
in 2020, Case 4 ruled that the FSU Constitution grants the Senate the
sole power of selecting the Senate President and Pro Tempore. Current
Rule 1.3 as it related to the Student Body Vice President presiding over
the Senate conflicts with our Constitution. The Constitution grants sole
power to the Senate to select the Senate President and Pro Tempore; the
power to break a tie gives the Student Body Vice President legislative
power that they do not have due to separation of powers. This resolution
would amend so that the Student Body Vice President would no longer
preside, and the most senior senator would preside. The resolution
defines most senior and switches language to be gender neutral.
Technical Non-Debatable Questions:
■ N/A
Little moves to enter round-table discussion; Randall seconds
Round-Table Discussion:
■ Little: Supports this resolution. Makes sense to have the meeting
presided by the most senior senator and we know it is possible because it
happened this year when the Vice President was unable to attend.
■ Randall: Does not agree with the reasoning behind it but agrees with the
intent. Does not like the rule that we will not allow non-senators on the
Senate floor, and will likely look to change this rule in the Rules of
Procedure Ad Hoc. Sees the importance of having someone who
understands procedure to run the meeting, and while the Executive
Branch often has that knowledge, we should not put the burden on
someone who does not know the procedure. Having the most senior
senator chair the meeting puts the responsibility on those who feel
comfortable in Senate leadership. There are potential issues regarding
the types of people who are the most senior members of the Senate, but
these seems like the best solution for right now.
■ Stinson: Agrees with the resolution but it should be more clear who the
most senior senator is. Not everyone who is the most senior senator may
want to preside.
■ Randall: POI for Villacorta, how is it established who the most senior
senator is?
● Villacorta: In the resoultion, 1.1A defines ‘senior’ as the senator
who has served the longest by inauguration date, and if multiple
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senators have served the same amount of time then it would go
down the roll call order. Also, anyone can decline to chair per
Robert’s Rules, and the next most senior would be chosen.
● Randall: That makes sense
● Stinson: Could it go down the line of Chairs on committees? Fine
either way.
○ Rowan: POC, Rule 1.7 states that after the President and
Pro Tempore have been elected, if the President and Pro
Tempore temporarily step down from the chair, the Chairs
of committees will chair.
○ Pro Tempore Wang: that is only for the Senate President
and Pro Tempore.
Randall moves to call the question; Rudolph seconds
Closing Statement:
■ Villacorta: thank you for your questions, this will be my last piece of
legislation as I am graduating. Been an pleasure and honor working with
all of you.
Vote:
■ Little: Yes
■ Randall: Yes
■ Rudolph: Yes
■ Stinson: Yes
RESULT: RESOLUTION PASSES

New Business: X
Unfinished Business: X
Committee Legislative Round-Table: X
Final Announcements: X
Date and Time of Next Meeting: TBD
Adjourned: 5:26 PM

Signature of President Pro Tempore

