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January 31, 2017 
Call to Order: January 31, 2017, 6:36 PM 
Members Present: Ney, Brown, Gonzalez, Singhal, DiSalvo, Bousbar 
Members Tardy:  
Members Absent:  Thomas 
Committee Business:  
 Old Business: N/A 
 
 New Business:  

Interview Candidate, Peter Donnelly, for Supreme Court Associate Justice: 

 Introductions went around the table and introduced themselves. 

Introduction: Candidate Donnelly is a 2L at the FSU Law School. He went to Law School at USF, and 
says he has not previously been involved in Student Government. He said he is very interested and the 
Supreme Court is the first way he thought of to get involved. He explained that he does mock trial, and 
enjoys technical aspects of a courtroom 

One of his goals is to assist the Chief Justice in any way that is needed. He wants to make this a 
learning experience and help the future Justices as they come in. He made it clear that he wants to be 
efficient, fair, and timely.  

Questioning: Ney asked if Donnelly is well-read on the SBS. He said he is not, but he has read through 
Court Procedures and the Constitution. Ney then asked about his views on transparency, to which 
Donnelly replied that transparency is very important to him. Further, he explained that cases should be 
decided on the merit of an issue.  

Senator Reiter asked Donnelly about his thought process in deciding cases. Donnelly explained that he 
looks through the merits of both sides of a case in a detached and unbiased way. He then explained 
that he would like to compare this with Student Body Statutes to make appropriate rulings. 

Ney asked if Donnelly has seen previous rulings of the Supreme Court. He said yes, as he is interested 
in seeing it. Ney asked Donnelly to explain a case that he is interested in from the SGA Supreme Court. 
Donnelly spoke about the law students case where law students wanted their organizational funding to 
reflect their increased payments to the University. 

Singhal asked about a tough decision he has had to made. Donnelly said that during mock trial, he is 
involved in both the trial and the training aspects. He said one of his hardest decisions was to take 24 
students and breaking it down to a 4-person group while remaining unbiased and fair.  

Gonzalez asked if Donnelly has taken part in OCI (On-Campus Interviews). Donnelly said he did not, 
but he worked with a Judge in Seminole County, Florida. He said that he really enjoyed it, and was 
cleared to do a high-level OCI to work for a state attorney. Gonzalez then asked if adding Supreme 
Court will impact Donnelly negatively. Donnelly said that he feels that he will not be stretched thin, and 
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February 14, 2017 
 

Call to Order: Tuesday, February 14, 2017, 6:30 PM 
Members Present: Senators Brown, Ney, Bousbar, Singhal, Gonzalez 
Members Tardy:   
Members Absent: Rodriguez, LaNasa, Thomas, DiSalvo  
 
Committee Business:  
 
 Old Business:  
 
 New Business:  
  
 Bill 24 – Sponsor not present 

- Bill 24 was tabled in Rules and Calendar and will be heard next Tuesday. 

 
 Unfinished Business:  
 

Other Announcements:  
 
Student Senate Feedback Form from Internal Affairs passed out by Chair Brown  

 
Date and Time of Next Meeting: 6:30 PM, Tuesday, February 21, 2017 
 
Adjourned: 6:40 PM 
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February 21, 2017 
Call to Order:  February 21, 2017, 7:30 PM 
Members Present: Senators Brown, Ney, Bousbar, DiSalvo, Gonzalez 
Members Tardy:   
Members Absent: Rodriguez, LaNasa, Singhal(Excused) 
 
Committee Business:  
 
 Old Business: Bill 24: Senator Peter Kreutzer to present Bill 24 
 
 Opening: Senator Kreutzer explained that this legislation is the product of 2 months of collaboration and 

discussion about what would serve Legislative Aides the best. He stated that he has 3 Aides and it has 
been a beneficial process for them. He explained that he and his Aides have noticed a lack of structure 
and process in becoming an Aide. He aimed to be as concise and precise as possible to provide a bare 
minimum requirement set to facilitate a functional beneficial program. He noted there are some issues 
with the legislation that Vice Chair Ney brought up, including an addition to Chapter 415.1 in the 
legislation regarding Senators notifying the Senate Pro Tempore when they have selected a Legislative 
Aide, and that there should be statutes including the ability of Legislative Aides to resign. He said he’d 
like to see an amendment that would allow Senators to dismiss their Legislative Aide. 

 
 Technical Non-Debatable Questions: Senator Gonzalez asked if prospective Aides have to fill out the 

interest survey. Kreutzer explained that they “may” but are not required to. Senator Bousbar asked 
about 415.2(A)(3) in which what is meant by “each Senate”. He said it means “Senate meeting” and 
would be open to an amendment. Senator DiSalvo asked if 415.2(A)(4) mandates a test to enforce the 
language. Kreutzer said that this is not something that is punishable, but is rather an indication to 
effectively complete their responsibilities. DiSalvo also asked about what the Legislative Aide Report 
will look like. Kreutzer noted that the form is on the website and this is the one that will be completed. 

 
 1st Round of Pro: Vice Chair Ney made a point of information to ask if an amendment about 

resignation/removal of Aides would be friendly. Kreutzer said yes. 
 
 Vice Chair Ney moved to make the following amendment, adding: 
  415.2 C. Resignation/Removal of Legislative Aides 
 

1. If a Legislative Aide chooses to resign from their position, they shall do so through an 
email to the Senator to which they are assigned, and the Senate Pro Tempore. 

2. A Senator may choose to remove their Legislative Aide at any time for violating any 
section of 415.2(A). Such a removal must be approved by the Senate Pro Tempore, and 
the rationale behind the removal must be presented to the Legislative Aide. 
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Seconded by Bousbar, amendment is friendly to sponsor, Senator Gonzalez objects 
 
 Opening: Vice Chair Ney explained that this will provide a process to allow for resignation and 

removal of aides. He explained the Bill’s technical details. 
 
 Technical Non-Debatable: Senator DiSalvo asked if this happens now. Vice Chair Ney said it 

does not.  
 
 1st Round of Pro: Senator Gonzalez asked a point of information towards the sponsor of the 

amendment asked why he feels that the Pro Tempore should be involved in this. Vice Chair Ney 
said that he did not feel that it’s fair for a Senator to be able to solely remove an Aide and the 
Pro Tempore can provide new insight. 

 
 1st Round of Con: Gonzalez said that he feels that it should be up to the Senator to remove an 

Aide. 
 Senator Gonzalez made a point of personal privilege for the proposed 415.2(C)(2) to be read. It 

was read by Vice Chair Ney. 
  

Gonzalez moved to make an amendment to the amendment striking the entirety of 415.2(C) and 
replacing it with: “Removal of Legislative Aides shall be at the discretion of their assigned 
Senator”. It is not friendly to the sponsor. 

 
Opening: Gonzalez explained that it’s not proper for a Senator to be unable to not have 
discretion to remove an Aide. He feels that restrictions upon Senators are unnecessary.  
 
Technical Non Debatable: None 
 
1st Round of Pro: Senator Kreutzer had a point of information, asking if it could be 
potential that a Senator could remove a Legislative Aide for a reason other than failure to 
complete their responsibilities. Gonzalez said yes, but he does not feel that restrictions 
are necessary. He noted that personal conflicts may occur and we should not restrict 
solely to guidelines. 
Senator Bousbar said that she supports this because she believes conflicts can happen, 
including schedule changes, and that she wants to see this incorporated. 
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1st Round of Con: Vice Chair Ney said that he believes that there should be an obligation 
to explain their rationale behind removing an Aide, and that the Pro Tempore will allow 
for Senate leadership to help guide the process.  
 
Senator Kreutzer said that he feels that he likes the original amendment as Senators are 
adults, and that the Pro Tempore should have the ability to have input into the 
termination process.  
 
2nd Round of Pro: Senator Ney moves to call the question. Seconded by Bousbar 
 
Conclusion: Senator Gonzalez said that a Senator should not have to in-depth explain 
why they are removing an Aide, but that a Senator should make an effort to explain this 
rationale. He said that the Senator who voluntarily selects an Aide should be able to 
choose when to remove them. 
 
Vote: Yay – Gonzalez, Bousbar, DiSalvo 
 Nay – Ney 
 Abstentions – Brown  
 

 Amendment withdrawn by Senator Ney. 
 
 Meeting moved to Union Room 320 
 
 Vice Chair Ney moves to adjourn. It is not seconded. 
 
 Vice Chair Ney moves to amend the Bill to add: 
 

415.2 C. Resignation/Removal of Legislative Aides 
1. If a Legislative Aide chooses to resign from their position, they shall do so through an email to 
the Senator to which they are assigned, and the Senate Pro Tempore. 
2. A Senator may choose to remove their Legislative Aide at any time. The rationale of the 
removal must be presented via email to the Legislative Aide and Senate President Pro 
Tempore. This shall not prohibit the Legislative Aide from being a Legislative Aide for another 
Senator or re-apply to be a Legislative Aide. 

 
 The amendment is sponsored by Senator Bousbar. It is friendly to the sponsor. 
 
 Senator Gonzalez moves to amend 415.2 C. to read: 
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415.2 C. Resignation/Removal of Legislative Aides 
1. If a Legislative Aide chooses to resign from their position, they shall do so through an email to 
the Senator to which they are assigned, and the Senate Pro Tempore. 
2. A Senator may choose to remove their Legislative Aide at any time. The rationale of the 
removal must be presented via email to the Legislative Aide and Senate President Pro 
Tempore. Removal of Legislative Aides shall be at the discretion of their assigned Senator. This 
shall not prohibit the Legislative Aide from being a Legislative Aide for another Senator or re-
apply to be a Legislative Aide. 
 

  Opening: 
 
  Technical Non-Debatable: None 
 
  1st Round of Pro: None 
 

1st Round of Con: Vice Chair Ney is against this based on the rationale that a Senator should 
have to explain their reasoning as it is the appropriate thing to do. 

 
2nd Round of Pro: Bousbar moves to call the question. Seconded. 

 
Closing: Gonzalez contended that America has at-will employment where someone can be 
hired or fired for any reason.  

 
Vote: Yay: Gonzalez, DiSalvo 
Nay: Bousbar, Ney, Brown 
Abstentions: None 

 
 1st Round of Con: None 
 
 2nd Round of Pro: Vice Chair Ney moves to add: 

415.1 C. A Senator may select any student to be their Legislative Aide. They shall notify the 
Senate Pro Tempore that they have selected this student. 

 Seconded by Bousbar, friendly to sponsor 
  

 Senator Ney moves to call the question, seconded by Bousbar 
 
 Closing: Kreutzer says that this act will help create a process and a system for Legislative Aides to 

have good engagement within Student Senate. 
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 Vote: Yay: Ney, Bousbar, DiSalvo, Gonzalez 
 Nay: None 
 Abstentions: Brown 
 
 New Business:  

Bill 29- Sponsored by Senator Ney 
Opening: 

Bill will change 31 business days regarding violations to an adjustable range that will be 
mutually agreed upon. Yield: 3:55 

Technical/Non-debatable 

 No questions. 

Round 1 Pro 

Senator Gonzalez: Point of Information- who was spoken to regarding this bill and what led to 
this decision 

Senator Bousbar: Makes an amendment (will be added) 

   Seconded by Senator Gonzalez 

Senator Bousbar: Speaks in favor, waives remainder of time 

Round 1 Con 

Senator Disalvo: waives remainder of time 

Round 2 Pro 

Senator Bousbar: Moves to calls to question 

Closing: Sponsor waives. 

Passed 
Vote: Yay: Gonzalez, DiSalvo,Bousbar, Ney 
Nay:  
Abstentions: Brown 

 
 Bill 30-Sponsored by Senator Ney 

 
Opening: 
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Feels that language within the current election codes is repetitive and unnecessary. Does not believe 
that students not associated within student government to be punished by election codes which they 
may not be familiar  Yields: 3:32 

 

Technical/Non-Debatable 

Senator Bousbar: asks for clarification 

  Sponsor: if you are not involved you cannot be found in violation 

Round 1 Pro: 

Senator Disalvo: language is concise, and solves repetitive language, waives 

Round 1 Con: 

Senator Bousbar: extinguished remaining time in Con 

Round 2 Pro: 

Senator Disalvo: call to question 

Senator Bousbar: seconds 

Closing:  

Students should not have to give up their first amendment rights when not personally associated with 
the ballot, and this will allow us to not punish students that are not involved in the process 

Bill does pass 4-0-1 

 
Passed 

Vote: Yay: Gonzalez, DiSalvo,Bousbar, Ney 
Nay:  
Abstentions: Brown 

 
 Unfinished Business:  
 

Other Announcements:  
 
Date and Time of Next Meeting: February 28, 2017, 6:30 PM 
 
Adjourned: 8:41 PM  
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February 28, 2017 
Call to Order:  
Members Present: Senators Brown, Ney, Bousbar, DiSalvo, Singhal, Gonzalez 
Members Tardy:   
Members Absent: Thomas 
 
Committee Business:  
 
 Old Business:  
 
 New Business:  

Bill 31: 
Opening: Senator Reiter said that this statute change is due to an issue with past 
administrations’ transitions. He said that this location is the best place to put it within Elections 
Code, and he made it clear that this is not a condition of certifying the election. He said that it 
could be enforced in theory. He said that it’s tough because the person is going out, making it 
hard to enforce. Senator DiSalvo said he was interested in adding in a potential form during this 
process for improved communication, and that this form is being worked on currently. Senator 
Singhal noted that the current administration brought up these issues due to past issues with 
transitioning. 
 
Technical Non-debatable: None 
 
1st Round of Pro: Senator Bousbar asked a point of information about why this is where it is in 
statutes. Senator Reiter said that the larger chapter is about victors of the election, so this fits 
within this section. He said that it would be friendly to exclude the legislative branch. Senator 
Bousbar made a point of information asking if it would be friendly to move it under 
“Installations”, and Senator Reiter said that he would be open to that. Vice Chair Ney spoke in 
support of the bill, saying that it will help ensure a smooth transition. Senator Bousbar made a 
point of information to ask about what is meant by “all elected officials”. Reiter explained who 
this involves, and said that he feels that Senate should be taken out. Senator Gonzalez spoke in 
support of this, saying that he feels this will make it smoother, and likes the expectation aspect 
of this. 
 
Vice Chair Ney moves to make an amendment, adding: 
 
713.3 A 1. Members of the legislative branch shall be excluded from this expectation. 
 
It is seconded by Senator Bousbar. It is friendly to the sponsors. Amendment made. 
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Senator Bousbar moves for a roundtable discussion, and it is seconded by Senator Gonzalez. 
 
Senator Reiter asked the committee’s thoughts on excluding Campus Rec Board and Union 
Board, as well as including a form. Senator Gonzalez said that this meeting is to create a 
relationship and a network of communication, thus a form is not necessary. Vice Chair Ney said 
he would like Union Board and Campus Rec Board included. 
 
Vice Chair Ney moves to re-enter the first round of pro, seconded by Gonzalez. 
 
1st Round of Con: None 
 
2nd Round of Pro: Senator Bousbar moves to call the question, seconded by Vice Chair Ney. 
 
Closing: Reiter thanked the committee for their support, and said he hopes this improves the 
future for transitioning between officials. He said he wants to set the precedent for proactivity 
within Student Government. 
 
Vote Results: Yay: Ney, Singhal, Bousbar, DiSalvo, Gonzalez 
Nay:0 
Abstain: Brown  
 
Bill 31 passes 5-0-1 

 
Bill 33: Sponsor not present, tabled for one week by Vice Chair Ney, seconded by Senator 
Bousbar, The bill is tabled one week. 

 
  Bill 34  

 
Sp o n s o r Ne y  
Op e n in g  

Th is  b i l l  h a s  a  lo t  o f  a s p e c t s  t o  i t  a s  w e l l  a s  s e n t  o u t  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h is .  Th e r e  i s  a  l o t  t o  t h is , a n d  
h is  m a in  c o n c e rn  t o  t h is  w a s  t h e  d e a l in g  w it h  c a m p a ig n in g  z o n e s . Th e s e  s e c t io n s  h a v e  a  lo t  o f  
lo o p  h o l e s . He  w il l  l ik e  s o m e o n e  t o  a m e n d  t o  e l im in a t e  e v e ry t h in g  a n d  o n ly  k e e p  71 5.4  L. 
Dis c u s s io n  a b o u t  e l e c t io n  o f  201 6 a n d  h o w  p e o p le  w e re  t a k in g  p ic t u re s  o f  o t h e rs  e v e ry w h e re  o n  
c a m p u s , a n d  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  s e e n  a g a in s t  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a re  d i f f e re n t  c a s e s  

• Yie ld  2 m in u t e s  3 3 s e c o n d s  
 
No n  d e b a t a b le  Qs  
 Do e s  t h is  s t i l l  t h e  c h a n g e s  o f  c a m p a ig n in g ?  Sin g h a l   
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  “This i s  n o t  a b o u t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  t h is  i s  a b o u t  t h e  bill” 
 
Pro :  
 Wh a t  m a d e  y o u  c h a n g e  y o u r m in d  o n  a m e n d in g  o t h e r t h in g s ?   (Se n a t o r  Go n z a le z ) 

Wh e n  lo o k in g  a t  c e rt a in  t h in g s  t h e re  a re  t o o  m a n y  lo o p h o le s ,  t h a t  w e re  a l s o  Bro u g h t  u p  in  ru le s . 
His  a t t e n t io n  w a s  t o  d e a l  w it h  t -s h irt s  b u t  t h is  b i l l  s o rt  o f  o n l y  t a c k le s  s h ir t s  t h ro u g h o u t  i t  a l l  w h ic h  
c o u ld  c r e a t e  c e rt a in  lo o p h o le s . On e  o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  w il l  c h a n g e  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  71 5.4  i f  
a n y o n e  w o u ld  l ik e  t o  h e lp  w it h  t h e  a m e n d m e n t . (2m in u t e  re c e s s  b y  Ne y , s e c o n d e d  DiSa lv o ) 

 
Bo u s b a r “I m o v e  t o  a m e n d  7 15.4 L t o  re a d  “(see a t t a c h e d )” 

  Se c o n d :  Sin g h a l   
  Se e n  a s  f r ie n d ly  a m e n d m e n t  p a s s e s  
 

Bo u s b a r “I m o v e  t o  s t r ik e  o u t  e v e ry t h in g  e x c e p t  7 15.4 L” 
  Se c o n d :  Sin g h a l  
  Se e n  a s  f r ie n d ly  a m e n d m e n t  p a s s e s  

Sin g h a l:   
 Fin d s  t h is  b i l l  e f f e c t iv e  a s  w e l l  a s  w it h  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s   
 

Re it e r: Su p p o rt s  i t   
Co n  
 Po in t  o f  in f o rm a t io n : Be in g  a s k e d  w h a t  w o u ld  h a p p e n  i f  s u p e rv is o r  o f  e l e c t io n s  w e re  t o  n o t  f a l l  w it h in  t
 h o s e  d a t e s  w h a t  w o u ld  h a p p e n ?  (Se n a t o r Ma y io ) 

Th e y  w o u ld  g o  t h ro u g h  t h e  e le c t io n s  c o m m is s io n . Th is  i s  a l s o  s o m e t h in g  t h a t  c a n  b e  s e e n  a n d  d o n e  
w it h in  15 m in u t e s  

 
Re f e rrin g  t o  c lo t h in g  d o  y o u  t h in k  t h a t  t h is  c a n  h o ld  p e o p le  b a c k ?  (Se n a t o r  Ma y io ) 

 Th is  i s  w h y  h e  in c lu d e s  t h e  a p p ro v a l  p ro c e s s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  a v o id  e le c t io n  v io la t io n s  in  t h e  f u t u re .  
 
2n d  Ro u n d  o f  Pro  
 “I m o v e  t o  c a l l  t h e  question” Bo u s b a r  
 Se c o n d e d  b e  DiSa lv o  
 
Clo s e : Th is  b i l l  t o n e s  d o w n  o n e  s p e c i f ic  i s s u e  ra t h e r  t h a n  a l l  o f  t h e m  a t  o n e  t im e , b u t  t h is  w a s  t h e  p rim a ry  is s u e  
t h a t  I w a n t e d  t o  f o c u s  o n  a s  w e l l . An d  t o  h e lp  p re v e n t  s i t u a t io n s  t h a t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  in  t h e  p a s t . Wit h  t h a t  I 
h o p e  y 'a l l  s u p p o rt  t h is  a n d  I w a iv e  m y  time” 
 
Vo t e  Re s u l t s :  
Ya y : Sin g h a l, DiSa lv o , Bo u s b a r, a n d  Ne y   
No : 0  
Ab s t a in : Bro w n  
Bill 34 passes 5-0-1 
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 Unfinished Business:  
 

Other Announcements:  
 
Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
 
Adjourned:  
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 March 28th, 2017 

Call to Order: 6:34 pm 
Members Present: Billisi, Bousbar, DiSalvo, Maglaqui, Pinango, Singhal, and Villegas 
Members Tardy: 
Members Absent: Senator Crager 

Committee Business: 
  
 Old Business: None  

 New Business: 
 Bill 33: “I move to table bill 33 indefinitely” Pinango 
 Seconded by Senator Billisi 
  Vote Results: 
  Yay: Billisi, Bousbar, DiSalvo, Maglaqui, Pinango, and Villegas 
  No: 
  Abstain: Singhal 
  
 Vice Chair Bousbar “I move to waive the business casual policies for committee   
 meetings” 
 Seconded by DiSalvo  
  
 Unfinished Business: None  
 Other Announcements: 
  Open forum: 
  Discussion on expectations 
  Discussion on the sga website 

Date and Time of Next Meeting: Monday April 3rd, 2017 at 7 pm  

Adjourned: 6:50 pm on Tuesday March 28th, 2017 
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Call to Order: April 10th, 2017 at 7:05 pm  
Members Present: Billisi, Bousbar, Maglaqui, Pinango, Singhal, Young, Villegas 
Members Tardy: 
Members Absent: Disalvo 

Committee Business: 
  
 Old Business: None  

 New Business: 
 Bill 49: Maglaqui moved to table it for a week 
  Seconded by Pinango 

 Bill 51: Sponsor Dawkins 
 Opening: 
 Allow for a clear understanding for assigned worked hours would be. Has contacted the 
supervisor of elections, and it helps clarify the wording as well as what work hours would look 
like. 

 Technical non debatable question: 
 Maglaqui: Is there a specific amount to the work hour? 
 Dawkins: Its the supervisor of elections that decides it under her discretion 
 Young: So she's never given work hours 
 Dawkins: No she has not ever given them 
 Pinango: The fines would be correlated to the work hours? 
 Dawkins: No if they cant pay the fine thats when they will be assigned work hours 
 Villegas: What do you mean by work hours? 
 Dawkins: She didn't have a real example of what it would look like, but its something  
 that she was  

Billisi moved to allow a non senator to speak 
Villegas Second 



 Orantes: Isn’t there a procedure where if you violate this 
code this would happen?   Would this basically not allow her to do it at her discretion? 
 Dawkins: This is basically just clarifying that if no one can pay the fine they have the  
 option to do work hours  

PRO 

Billisi: I like this bill because it could help those that cant afford a fine. and provides a different 
option 

Pinango: point of information, would this allow parties to not get away with having to pay the 
fine? 

Dawkins: I believe people have the sense of responsibilities, and it would be to the credibility of 
that organization 

Villegas: This is a really good bill, and this is a great way to avoid people having to pay for fines 
that are not able to pay for this 

CON 

Pro:  Billisi moved to call to question 
         Pinango second 

Closing: 
 Thank you for your time to let me speak with you all. Please vote yes. Yields 

Vote 
Yes: Maglaqui, Young, Villegas, Billisi, pining, Bousbar 
No: None 
Abstain: Singhal 

Bill passes 

Unfinished Business: None  
 

 Other Announcements: 
  OSS: Discussed about OSS and what they do here on campus. The idea of food 
recovery network here at FSU and the Tallahassee community. The idea is to go around to larger 
organizations to adopt recovery times, where volunteers pick up the donated food and take it to 
homeless shelters. There are about 40 senators so if the SGA Senate were to become an 
organization to do adopt recovery times, we would all be able to give to the community by 
making it 30 minutes per senator out of the entire physical year. It would be great to help the 



community as well as senators show their passion for the betterment of the community. An 
example: einstein bagels donates, so one person from the organization would pick it up once a 
week and take it to the homeless shelter (there are five in the Tallahassee community).  

Date and Time of Next Meeting: Monday April 17th, 2017 at 7 pm  

Adjourned: 7:20pm April 10th, 2017 
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 April 17th, 2017 
 
Call to Order: April 17th at 7:06 pm 
Members Present: Billisi, Bousbar, Disalvo, Pinango, Singhal, Young, and Villegas 
Members Tardy: Maglaqui (7:17 pm) 
Members Absent:  
 
Committee Business: 
  
Old Business: None  
 
New Business: Bills 49, 52, 53, and 54 
  
Bill 49: Sponsor Reiter 
Opening:  
 Thank you, the bill is nowhere near ready, but I just want to explain the process of it right 
now. This past election we had a problem where the referendum was placed on the ballot but 
there was no official proof of doing it and found a loop hole in Statutes, that gave them leeway to 
do this. Working with Danielle trying to find ways to fix this. Has been working on it and still is 
trying to work on it, where he will change the process of the entire thing. Instead of just getting 
500 signatures, before they get it they would have to get the referendum before hand with the 
language and then get the 500 signatures where it will then be put on the ballot. Which is why 
they are trying to do what they are trying to do so that its put on the ballot correctly as helping 
the system be more structured and understanding. Its a balancing act to make sure students feel 
the rights to receiving a referendum, basically to allow students to know what is on the 
referendum before hand before signing on petitions. No rush to get this passed, its very 
complicated and once it is passed this will need a lot of PR to help students know that it has 
changed. This will take a lot of time and is a lot to commit too. 
 
Round table moved by Senator Bousbar 
Second by Senator DiSalvo 
 
Notes on round table: 

• Just went over the process again and how it will be done 
• Sponsor believes that this will help with consistency.  

• All we need right now is to find a way to rewrite into the section (Chapter 506), 
where we can show that you must get the referendum first and then the petition to 
start 

• Trying to take loopholes out and that students can have a right to the referendum 
Senator Billisi moved to table bill indefinitely 
Seconded by Senator Pinango  
 



 

 

Bill 52: Sponsor Steinberg and Pinango 
 
Opening: 
An amendment to 612, trying to fix terminology and specifying the statutes. To just clarify the 
language of statutes. 
 
Non debatable Questions: 
Did y'all contact golden tribe? (Senator Bousbar) 
 No but Ms Danielle has been in contact with them through email, so they are familiar 
with the language in this. (Senator Steinberg) 
 
Pro: 
None 
 
Con: 
DiSalvo moves to amend to read subsection 1 to be under A.  
A. The Student Government Association Student Body President shall appoint two Students-at-

large to serve as members on the committee. Both students shall be from different colleges 
or divisions of campus 

 1.The Student Body President must forward candidates to the Student Senate by the end 
of January of every year. In the case that this is not done, all applicants will be sent to the Senate 
for appointment at the next regularly scheduled session.  
B. The Faculty Senate shall appoint two Faculty-at-large members through the internal 

procedures of the Faculty Senate to serve as members on the committee. Both Shall be from 
different colleges or divisions of campus  

 1.The Student Body President must forward candidates to the Student Senate by the end 
of January of every year. In the case that this is not done, all applicants will be sent to the Senate 
for appointment at the next regularly scheduled session.  
Pro: 
Point of Information, why does it specify from different divisions? 
 Just to diversify the language 
 
Move to call to question Senator Billisi 
Senator DiSalvo seconds 
 
Vote: 
Yes: DiSalvo, Villegas, Young, Maglaqui, Billisi, Bousbar 
No: 
Abstain: Singhal, Pinango  
Bill passes 
 
 
Bill 53: Steinberg and Correa 
Opening: 



 

 

This is different statutes that relates to newspapers. Newspapers are expensive, this is to change 
mainly putting all information on the SGA website or on social media. This will help save 
money and help it be more accessible.  
409.1 shortening language 
410.2 D cutting it, by $360 if its by fiscal year. Technically suppose to publish every senate 
which is expensive 
609.5 B is also helping cut it down by a lot, costly 
703 I will be in favor to an amendment of adding polling stations (1) on 2. its just eliminating the 
newspaper an putting it on social media. 3. this is the unofficial and just putting it up within 48 
hours online 
703 V just to delete because you  
708.4 this is making it substantially cheaper and eliminating a few issues 
 
Senator Villegas moves to have round table for this bill 
Senator Pinango seconds 
 
Round Table: 
Do any of the people at FSU knows that this wont be published by SGA or? (Billisi) 
 They will be informed if this passes, students and organizations can still publish this but 
we wont have to be paying for this anymore.  
 
Do we fund FSView? 
 No they're a private company but we pay them to put newspapers on campus 
 
Senator Pinango moves to strike out polling station(s) in 703 I 1. 
Senator Maglaqui Seconds 
Amendment Friendly 
 
Senator Villegas moves to call to question 
Senator Pinango Seconds 
 
Vote: 
 Yes: DiSalvo, Billisi, Bousbar, Maglaqui, Pinango, Young, Villegas 
 No: 
 Abstain: Singhal  
 
Bill Passes 
 
 
Bill 54 
Opening: 
This helps clarify the funding for RTAC, after talking to RTAC chair will help make it fair. The 
bill clarifies the interpretation of shirts and how much PAC can give per shirt (only $8). This will 
help the liberty of information needed for organizations in the need of shirts.  
 
Round Table: 



 

 

This allows PAC, to have rules where we only allow RSO’s to only be funded once a year.  
 
Senator Billisi moves to substitute bill 54 to read: 
 
Chapter 807.6 
F. There are limitations to multiple requests made by the same RSO in the same fiscal year. 
 1. An organization may not request funds from PAC more than twice per fiscal year. This 
rule may be waived by a two-thirds (2/3rd) vote of committee. 
 2. An organization may not request funds from RTAC more than twice per fiscal year. 
This rule may be waived by a two-thirds (2/3rd) vote of committee. 
 
2. Organizations may not request money from RTAC to travel more than per fiscal year. This 
may be waved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of RTAC, and a two-thirds (2/3) vote of Senate. 
 
3. Organizations may only request t-shirts from PAC once per fiscal year. Shirts must be used to 
promote the organization which is requesting them. PAC must not allocate more than $8 per shirt 
(including all applicable screening and art fees). Shirts must be of a unit price (including all 
applicable screening and art fees) no more than $8 per shirt. Polo shirts may not be purchased. 
Tank tops may be purchased. 
 
4. PAC may not fund plastic water bottles. This rule may be waived by a two-thirds (2/3rd) vote 
of committee. 
 
5. PAC may not fund a request that primarily benefits the members of the recognized student 
organization purchasing them. Requests must benefit the FSU student body as a whole. 
 
Senator Young Seconds 
Amendment Friendly  
 
Closing: 
 thanks everyone 
 
Senator Billisi moves to call to question 
Senator Young Seconds 
 
 
 
Vote: 
Yes: DiSalvo, Villegas, Young, Maglaqui, Billisi, Pinango, Bousbar 
No: 
Abstain: Singhal  
 
Bill Passes 
  
Unfinished Business: None  
 



 

 

Other Announcements: 
 Reiter: encourages us all to come to IA they have a couple of interviews and 
confirmations going on. I encourage y'all to come tomorrow it'll be in union room 322 at 7 pm 
 
Moved to Adjourn (Senator Billisi) 
Second (DiSalvo) 
   
Date and Time of Next Meeting: Monday April 24th 2017 at 7 pm  
 
Adjourned: Monday April 17th 2017 at 7:42 pm 
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that he has a lot of free time. He thinks that other law students tend to over-study, but he says he is 
academically committed.  

Deliberations: Vice Chair Ney said he is in favor of the candidate, but was worried about him not having 
looked at Statutes previously. Senator Gonzalez said that he feels that it isn’t necessarily important to 
review Statutes, but to know how to review them. Senator Reiter said that it stood out that the 
candidate read the Constitution and wanted to remain unbiased in court cases. Senator Gonzalez said 
that he feels that the candidate gained valuable experience through his internship. Chair Brown said 
that not many first-year students get judicial intern/externships.  

1st Round of Pro: Senator Singhal said that the candidate seemed to be on-top of what he is doing. He 
also said that the candidate seems capable of handling multiple commitments. Senator DiSalvo noticed 
that the candidate’s commitments are related to the position he wants to serve in. Senator Gonzalez 
said that he feels that the candidate is well put-together with his experience. He said that his 
reservations include the candidate not going through OCI struck him as odd, and that his GPA was not 
clear to him. 

1st Round of Con: Senator Bousbar was concerned that the candidate seemed to dodge Vice Chair 
Ney’s question about statutes. Senator Singhal said that it may be a good idea to review the 
candidate’s letters of recommendation. Pro Tempore Hughes said that a good quality of a judge is the 
ability to find and interpret information. Senator Singhal said that this seems to be his strong suit, as 
opposed to preparation.  

1st Round of Pro: Senator Gonzalez said that the candidate’s mock trial experience will benefit the 
Supreme Court.  

Senator Ney moves to call the question and is seconded by Senator DiSalvo. No objections 

Vote:  Yay: DiSalvo, Gonzalez, Singhal, Bousbar 

 Nay: None 

 Abstentions: Brown 

The candidate is forwarded to Senate 4-0-1. 

Bill 17:  

Senator Bousbar presenting the Bill 

Opening: Senator Bousbar explained that this Bill wants the spring semester to be uniform to the fall  

semester where Senate starts in the second week 

Technical Non-Debatable: Chair Brown asked the Committee to pull up Bill 17. Senator Reiter asked 
the sponsor to clarify what is meant by a legislative meeting. The sponsor explained that this bill is only 
applicable to meetings, and does not change the entire Senate sessions. Senator Gonzalez asked a 
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question to Pro Tempore Hughes if the first meeting of spring tends to have more absences. Pro 
Tempore Hughes said there tends to not be a difference. 

1st Round of Pro: Vice Chair Ney is in support. Senator Singhal says that he felt that the first meeting of 
this spring was not very productive and things were not very put-together.  

1st Round of Con: No speakers 

2nd Round of Pro: Senator Singhal moves to call the question. Senator Gonzalez seconds. No 
objections. 

Closing: Bousbar said that this is a clear bill and waives her time. 

Vote:  Yay: DiSalvo, Gonzalez, Ney, Singhal, Bousbar, Brown 

Nay: None 

Abstentions: None 

 Bill 17 is passed unanimously. 

Bill 18:  

Senator Bousbar is presenting the Bill 

Opening: Senator Bousbar explained that for RTAC and PAC currently, Senators may not count 
towards quorum. She said that there was a problem previously and she hopes to rectify this. 

Technical Non-Debatable: Senator Gonzalez asked if there is a limit on how many Senators may 
appear to a meeting. Senator Bousbar said that they are to fill in the blank seats.  

1st Round of Pro: Vice Chair Ney asked about protections for maintaining a fair and unbiased 
committee. Senator Bousbar said that there are none, but the Committee has different representatives 
from different organizations so it is not likely to be a problem. He also asked if there is a mandate for 
the Chair of RTAC or PAC to advertise potential vacancies. Senator Bousbar said there is not a formal 
mandate. 

Senator Gonzalez moves for a roundtable discussion and is seconded by Senator DiSalvo. No 
objections 

Senator Reiter spoke about the various concerns mentioned in the Rules & Calendar Committee – 
including the potential hazard of Finance members serving on RTAC or PAC. Senator Bousbar said 
that she feels it’s important to maintain timeliness.  

Senator Gonzalez asked if this is aimed to fill holes or fix absences. Senator Bousbar said that it is a 
little bit of both. Senator Gonzalez said that one of his concerns was regarding putting more elected 
officials into the committee. 
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Vice Chair Ney made a point of information to ask how the Committee can protect from favoritism in 
selecting Senators to serve on the Committee. Senator Bousbar said there is no current way to protect 
against this, but there could be language to prevent it. He also asked what happens if more Senators 
than necessary show up – how are they picked? Senator Reiter said that Senate must still ultimately 
vote on RTAC and PAC bills. 

Pro Tempore Hughes made a point of clarification to say that this is a rare occurrence. 

Vice Chair Ney moved for a two-minute recess. Seconded by Senator Gonzalez and  

Vice Chair Ney moved to make an amendment, revising the Bill to: 

1) Senators may be allowed to count towards Quorum for RTAC and PAC at the discretion of 
the Chair 

2) There must be a minimum of 3 members of the respective Committee present for any official 
business to occur. 

3) Members of the Senate Finance Committee shall be excluded to count towards quorum in 
funding boards. 

 Senator Bousbar seconds. It is a friendly amendment. 

1st Round of Con: Senator Gonzalez said that he is not in favor of this Bill because he feels that a lot 
could go wrong with this Bill, and that it a solution to fix a problem that is a rare occurrence. 

2nd Round of Pro: Vice Chair Ney said that he likes that this Bill would add more accountability in the 
case that RTAC & PAC members are absent. 

2nd Round of Con: Senator Gonzalez said that he doesn’t feel that the Amendments do not solve the 
problem, and that he thinks there are too many loopholes 

3rd Round of Pro: Vice Chair Ney explained that he does not see an opportunity for loopholes, and that 
he encourages members to vote yes. 

Vice Chair Ney moves to call the question. Senator DiSalvo seconds. No objections. 

Vote:  Yay: DiSalvo, Ney, Bousbar 

 Nay: Gonzalez 

 Abstentions: Brown 

Bill 18 passes 3-1-1. 

Bill 19:  

Senator Bousbar presenting the Bill. 

Introduction: Senator Bousbar says that this is to only allow for RSOs to come twice.  
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Technical Non-Debatable: Senator Gonzalez asked Pro Tempore Hughes about her time as PAC Chair 
– if an RSO ever needed immediate funds.  

1st Round of Pro: Vice Chair Ney asked a point of information about how it’s fair to organizations that 
are lower-funded over multiple request comparable to organizations who are funded highly in one 
request. Senator Bousbar said that this was more to avoid individuals who know how to abuse a 
system from abusing it. 

Senator Reiter spoke that this is a good idea, but suggested adding proviso language to allow for this 
bill to take effect in the future.  

Pro Tempore Hughes made a point of information to inquire as to if the sponsor is friendly to the notion 
of moving this bill to 807.6(F). Senator Bousbar said yes. Pro Tempore Hughes also asked about 
rewriting the Bill to read fiscal year instead of calendar year. 

 Senator Gonzalez made a point of information to the sponsor asking about the stipulations of 
fundraising in requests. Senator Bousbar said that she believes that this solely applies to two 
successful requests. She said we may have to restructure that. 

 
 Pro Tempore Hughes made a point of information asking if it was friendly for the word petitioning could 

be changed to reflect receiving money, not just petitioning.  
 
 Vice Chair Ney made a point of information to ask if this increases the possibility of people requesting 

higher amount of money. Senator Bousbar said yes. 
 
 Senator Gonzalez makes a motion to extinguish the amount of time in pro. Seconded by Vice Chair 

Ney. No objections. 
 
 Con: Vice Chair Ney spoke against this measure, saying that it is unfair to groups that receive less 

amounts of funding. 
 
 Point of Information from Chair Hughes towards Senator Ney asking him to further explain his 

reasoning. He said that this could change how RSOs plan and arrange events. 
 
 Senator Reiter made a point of information asking why this was not referred to Finance towards Pro 

Tempore Hughes. Pro Tempore Hughes requested the official reading of the Rules. 
  
 Senator Bousbar withdraws her bill. 
 
Unfinished Business: N/A 
 
Other Announcements: Chair Brown said that this was a good meeting. She said that Bill 19 had many 

possible amendments to it, and that it should also be referred to Finance.  
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Date and Time of Next Meeting: February 7, 2017, 6:30 PM 
 
Adjourned: Senator Gonzalez moves to adjourn. Vice Chair Ney seconds. No objections. 8:04 PM 
 
 
 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


