
74th Student Senate
Budget Committee

Date: 10/27/22 via Zoom
https://fsu.zoom.us/j/4017206479

Call to Order: 4:53 p.m.
Members Present: Chair Bettley, Vice-Chair Long, Senator(s) Edouard, Malone, Mantilla,
Staveski
Members Absent: Burton (U), Dale (E), Himatsingani (U), Suarez (U), Kaneshige (U)
Guests:

Land Acknowledgement The Student Government of Florida State University acknowledges
that it is located on land that is the ancestral and traditional territory of the Apalachee Nation,
the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida, the Muscogee Creek Nation, and the Seminole Tribe of Florida.
We recognize this land remains scarred by the legacies of violence and removal, we recognize
the ongoing relationships of care that these Indigenous Nations maintain with this land, and we
extend our gratitude as we live and work as humble and respectful guests upon their territory.
We encourage all to learn about and educate others on the contemporary work of the
Indigenous Nations whose land we are on and to endeavor to support Indigenous sovereignty in
all the ways that we can.

Announcements:
● Chair Bettley - We did complete the budget process, so congratulations to us. The

budget bill was placed on second reading last night and it is currently publicly available
on the website. It has to stay on the website, according to statutes, for five business
days before we can vote on it. That’s why it will be heard on the floor November 2nd,
which is also the last meeting of the 74th student senate. Let’s go right into committee
business.

● Members - N/A.
● Guests - N/A.

Committee Business:
● Bill 87

Old Business:
● Bill 87 - Sponsored by Chair Kariher - Revising Statutes related to the A&S Reserve

Account to reflect FSU Regulations.

https://fsu.zoom.us/j/4017206479


○ Opening: Thanks so much guys for meeting with me. Pretty much this bill has to
do a lot with the budget process which you guys just went through. So I'm glad to
be presenting it with you guys because you guys know more about it than the
Judiciary and Finance committees. In past years, The Central Budget Office has
a prediction that they make for the predicted enrollment and the predicted credit
hours. That number is then given to Budget to work with, but that’s just an
estimate. We don’t even know if we are going to get that much money, we could
get less, or we could get more. In years past, we've been collecting more money
than they’ve been predicting. So some of this money has been going into Central
Reserves. Central Reserves is an account that we do not have access to every
year. Sweepings is a process we have every year and by statutes, all A&S fees
have to be accessed by us every single year. With Dr. Hecht, we’ve come to the
conclusion that Central Reserves will act as an account for emergencies only. So
instead of adding money to that every year, we’re going to now sweep all the
excess that is over the set buffer. So right now Judiciary amended it to $250,000.
I’ve been talking to our CFO and our advisors and they would like it to be at 15%
of the Budget. If you have any questions about this process I can go more into
detail. But this is a very good thing. We’re basically moving this money that has
been growing and sitting in this account for years that we haven’t been able to
access. Now we’re going to be able to access these funds every single year
through Sweepings. If you guys have any questions about it you are welcome to
ask.

○ General Questioning
■ Chair Bettley: What part did you amend in Judiciary?
■ Chair Kariher: The very bottom of the document there. A. Money’s better

than no money. So I think we can lower it as the years go on. What
they’re asking for 15% is a little outrageous. UF has theirs at 7% of their
budget. But they also have a bigger budget so they have $1.5 million to
operate with in their budget every year. I said “Well $1.5 million is equal to
about 11% of our budget this year. So why don’t we operate off of 11% of
our budget. That way we can keep $1.5 million in there. And they said
they needed it to be at 15%. Then Judiciary just lowered it to $250,000.
So I'll definitely talk about this on the senate floor.

■ Chair Bettley: As of right now, Central Reserves has to keep $500,000 in
that account, so is that what this is discussing? It’s changing the minimum
of $500,000 to a minimum of $250,000?

■ Chair Kariher: Yes. But they wanted it to be a percentage and they
wanted it to be 15%. Which is about $2.2 million which is a lot. I don't
think we need that much money in Central Reserves

■ Chair Bettley: So what would that be about 15% of A&S fees every year
going to that?

■ Chair Kariher: No 15% of our budget would have to be kept in there. So
they want 15% in there at all times. Right now there is $3 million in
reserves. So even with that 15% we would still be getting that money in
Sweepings but is that really necessary?

■ Chair Bettley: So if this passes, everything that’s in Central Reserves
currently will be drained out and only $250,000 will be in there?



■ Chair Kariher: Yes.
■ Chair Bettley: And that will all go to Sweepings?
■ Chair Kariher: Yeah we get like $2.8 million in Sweepings.
■ Chair Bettley: Okay I understand.
■ Senator Staveski: Are we going to get all that money in Sweepings next

year or will it be split up over a couple years?
■ Chair Kariher: It would all be next year. There is a regulation that says if

the vice president of student affairs withholds A&S fees in this A&S
reserve account, then we can have more than one sweepings in a year.
So if we want to we can open up sweepings next spring. Or we could wait
until the next sweepings process next fall.

■ Chair Bettley: I’ll entertain a motion to enter roundtable debate.
■ Senator Staveski: I move to enter roundtable debate.
■ Senator Mantilla: Seconded.

○ Roundtable Debate
■ Chair Bettley: I will say this the first step in the direction we need to go

because this is just for full transparency there are discussions of
reforming the budget and sweepings processes. As we saw yesterday
this budget process is not sustainable and with this amount of money in
sweepings it will have to change.

■ POI Senator Staveski: Using all $2.5 million next year I just don't know if
that’s a great idea if we’re talking sustainability. Is there a way we can
split it up so we don't use it all next year?

■ Chair Kariher: We will have access to this money but we won’t
necessarily have to spend it all. If you all are worried about the buffer
being too low, we can change it. This is what Judiciary decided on, they
think $250,000 is a good thing in case an emergency happens. Like I
said, UF has $1.5 million in theirs, that’s kind of the max for me, but I’ll tell
you the administration they want over $2 million in it.

■ Chair Bettley: Consider this too, for sweepings, anyone can go to
sweepings. It’s not like budget where we have typical budgeted entities.
RSOs go, Campus Recreation went. A lot of big ticket items can go and I
want you guys to reflect on what we just went through yesterday where
we cut about $2 million out of this budget with everyone saying their funds
were absolutely necessary. I think if we change it, sweepings won’t have
a massive amount of money every year. It will kind of fix itself as we
continue. That big chunk of money will help with budget shortfalls.It could
really help with funding other RSOs. That’s something we have control of
as a senate, when these processes are because we have the ability to
change statutes like Chair Kariher is trying to do right now.

■ Chair Bettley: I’ll entertain a motion to call to question.

○ Motion to Call the Question
■ Senator Mantilla: I move to call the question.
■ Senator Staveski seconds.

○ Closing: This is a really great bill, it cleans things up, it makes sure we can
actually use these funds. Everyone agrees that this is how it’s going to be so we
just need to change the statutes to reflect that. This will make sure we don’t have



as much fund mismanagement and it simplifies and makes this process better in
my opinion. I encourage you all to vote yes on this.

○ Voting Results:
■ Yes - (5) Long, Eduoard, Malone, Mantilla, Staveski
■ No - (0)
■ Abstention - (0)

○ Bill passes.

New Business:
● N/A

Unfinished Business:
● N/A

Closing Announcements: This is the last budget meeting of the 74th student senate. But we
do have to pass the budget bill. As questions come in, I’ll relay that information to you. What I
recommend all of you do is look back at the budget bill and think about why we allocated these
numbers. We need to be able to explain these processes, especially since we cut the Union and
Campus Rec by about $1 million each from their requests. Thank you guys so much. Next
meeting is to be decided by the next budget chair.
Next Meeting: TBD
Adjourned: 5:11 p.m.

__________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Chair


