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Greetings!

If this is your first year, welcome to Florida 
State University! If not, welcome back! We 
would personally like to introduce you to 
INCITE, the official publication of the Black 
Student Union. As we are at the start of a new 
administration, the Moore-Futch Administra-
tion, we are experiencing transitions and un-
derstanding the meaning of new beginnings. 
As we experience our new beginning, we hope 
that you are enjoying your new beginning in 
your college years.

Transition can be difficult, but it is a period 
of growth. Your college years are a period to 
learn and develop mentally, physically, emo-
tionally, and socially. The changes you will 
experience in this time will be amazing. Be 
prepared for the wildest, fastest ride of your 
life! With hard work and focus you’ll be sure 
to accomplish any goal you set.

As part of the Black Student Union, we gladly 
extend an invitation to you to get involved 
with us. We are a Student Government Agen-
cy that offers Black students a form of identity 
and a social life. We attempt to create aware-
ness of the minority to the total university. In 
short, our mission is to help your transition as 
a minority college student go as smoothly as 
possible. We are here for YOU!

Once again reader, welcome, and we are glad 
that you have joined us. Enjoy the issue!

Joyce Philippe &  Kayla D. Burnett

Joyce Philippe & Kayla D. Burnett
INCITE Editors

Joyce Philippe

Kayla D. Burnett

Hometown: Weston FL
Fun Fact: “I want to travel 
across the world!”

Hometown: Douglasville, GA
Fun Fact: “I can beatbox and 
hum at the same time!”



Incite: Tell us a little about yourself!

Rodney: I’m a senior majoring in Statis-
tics  and Communications from Jackson-
ville Florida. 

Incite: What’s a fun fact about your-
self?

Rodney:  I have a fraternal twin brother! 

Incite: How long have you been in-
volved with BSU?

Rodney: I’ve been involved since my 
freshman year. I stuck around, following 
BSU politically, and applied for E-Board. I 
was community service chair, and last year 
I served as Secretary for the 2013-2014 
school year. 

Incite: What is some advice you 
would give to incoming students?

Rodney: Put academics first! There are 
many things that will distract you in col-
lege, but remember what you are here for. 
Once that is on point, opportunities will 
open for you! 

with 
Presidential Status
Rodney Moore

Meet the VP!
Hometown: Miami, FL

Fun Fact: 

Jacqueline Futch

“I’m a Gates 
Millenium 
Scholar, and 
my favorite 
subject is 
history!”



By MarCherie L. Thompkins
 @carpediemleigh

# TRENDING TOPIC

Women always want some kind of change.
It seems like we are never satisfied.We always 
want more. We want to be better. This is NOT 
a bad thing ladies, and DO NOT let anyone tell 
you otherwise. I’ve gotten to the point in my 
life where I want change, specifically with my 
hair. This topic has been trending for a while 
now. Females are rocking natural hair, which is 
absolutely stunning, fabulous, and empower-
ing. The natural look is definitely not a favor-
ite among our young African brothers. When 
females make that big chop, or go through that 
long transition, they are doing it for themselves. 
No one else, and THAT is empowering. To be 
secure in making a drastic change is beautiful 
in itself. These women with natural hair are not 
allowing their hair to define or measure the 
amount of beauty they posses (Oh goodness, 
India Aire “I Am Not My Hair” melodies have 
invaded my thought process.) Beauty seems to 
be defined by how much make-up you wear, or 
having on the latest trends, having the longest 
weave, and y’all some people still wear colored 
contacts! All of these things are materialistic 
and a bit superficial. YES, oh yes I love wear-
ing makeup and and I am constantly checking 
F21 for the latest trends, however, if all of that 
was stripped away from me, if all of  that was 
stripped away from you, would we still be beau-
tiful? I can say I wouldn’t feel like the baddest 
chick per-se, but I know I would feel secure with 
the natural beauty God has given me. 

Natural hair is empowering. It is the process of  redis-
covering your authentic self. Women who are natural 
still wear weave, because they want variety and hell, 
they are women. Women are not stagnant. We are 
emotional creatures who want our hair to match the 
personality we have adopted for those three weeks. The 
braids be oh so fresh, but she can take out those braids, 
and put on that u-part wig and still feel secure in her 
beauty. What I’m trying to say is stop using material 
things as a crutch. Use them to accentuate your beauty. 
Don’t depend on the superficial things in life to make 
you happy. That is a miserable everlasting journey to 
happiness. you must start within yourself to feel some 
type of way. To feel damn sexy in your skin, and the 
hair you have been blessed with. Shoot, I know I do.



This Asian-inspired seagood and sushi restaurant is a 
great date spot worth dressing up for. The trendy de-
cor and upscale atmosphere adds flair, while the wide 
selection of Asian-fusion cuisine leaves you wanting 
more. MASA is locatred in Tallahassee’s Midtown area 
on Monroe Street.

Must Try: Cream Cheese/ Krab Rangoons

Also known as “Well’s Broth-
ers” Bar & Grill, the Tharpe 
Street burger joint recieved Best 
Burgers in Tallahassee 3 years 
running. The quality customer 
service and fresh sides add to its 
relaxed vibes and great taste. 

Must Try: Build-Your-Own 
Customizable Burgers!

BEST EATS:
Are you running out of flexbucks? Are 

you over on-campus dining? Don’t worry, 
we have a list some of Tallahassee’s hot-
test restaurants- ready for any occasion! 

Happy eating!

Tallahassee 
Edition!

LATE NIGHT!

DATE NIGHT!

GAME NIGHT!

LUNCH BREAK!

Guthrie’s is famous for their fresh fried chick-
en fingers with side options of texas toast, cole 
slaw, and crinkle fries. Guthrie’s on Tennessee 
Street is open until 4am, making it the perfect 
stop on the way home from a fun night out. 

Must Try: It’s all about the sauce!

Don’t let the name fool you, while Hobbit’s serves 
amazing signature sandwiches, their wings are 
the real MVP’s at this popular sports bar. Voted 
Tallahassee’s best wings, they hose a surplus of 
flavors to satisfy your wing cravings. Located on 
W Pensacola Street, Hobbit’s has been serving the 
community since 1978!

Must Try: Thurs. & Sun. 59 cent wings



BSU’s Front Line

Featuring Black Student Union’s Executive Board



Ebonique Brooks
COBOL Director
Hometown: Jacksonville, FL
Fun Fact: “I was Ms. BSU for the 
2012-2013 school year!”

Kianna Talley
Master Coodinator
Hometown: Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Fun Fact: “I sound like Beyonce 
when I sing in the shower!”

Hometown: Atlanta, GA 
Fun Fact: “I was a competitive 
cheerleader in High School!

Teni Ajayi
Homecoming/Alumni 
Relations



Derice Lawton
PR & MarketingRashard Johnson

Health & Athletics

Markenley 
Cherenfant
Membership

Hometown: Miami, FL
Fun Fact: “I can benchpress 225 
pounds!”

Hometown: Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Fun Fact: “I’m preparing for a 
zombie apocalypse!”

Hometown: Carver Ranches, FL 
Fun Fact: “I can do backflips!”



Shanice Smith
Fundraising
Hometown: St. Petersburg, FL
Fun Fact: “I am an identical 
twin!”

Nyshell Dixon
Community Service
Hometown: Miami, FL
Fun Fact: “I have no rhythm!”

Shannon Baker
Fundraising
Hometown: Orlando, FL
Fun Fact: “I’ve been performing 
since the age of 4!”



Sheldon Williams
COBOL Director

David Daceus
Socials & Events

Hometown: Apopka, FL
Fun Fact: “I was Mr. BSU for the 2012-2013 
school year!”

Hometown: Palm Beach County
Fun Fact: “I used to have dreads!”



 The 2014 NBA Finals was intense for its roughly 18 million viewers. Many Miami fans hoped for 
a 3-peat from the Heat, who made the Finals for the fourth year in a row. The San Antonio Spurs, seek-
ing revenge from losing the Finals to the Miami Heat in 2013, had different plans. The Spurs defeated the 
Heat in what is considered a relatively short playoff series, 5 games, to snag their fifth Championship title. 
The series was 4-1 Spurs with their last victory on June 15th, 2014.
 This win was a big one for the Spurs. This would be Tim Duncan’s fifth ring; all of his rings have 
been earned with the Spurs. He has won Championships with San Antonio in three consecutive decades, 
from the 1990’s to the 2010’s. Kawhi Leonard, who was 22 years old at the time of the Spurs’s Finals vic-
tory, became the youngest Finals MVP since Tim Duncan (age 22) in 1999. Leonard, drafted in 2011 by 
the Spurs, has had his first (Western) Conference Championship, first NBA Finals appearance, first NBA 
Championship, and his first Finals MVP title all in this year. The last Finals appearance by the Spurs was 
in 2007 where they beat the Cleveland Cavaliers.
 Likewise this Finals series was a huge one for the Miami Heat. The team has made Finals appear-
ances every year since Lebron James’s arrival. James had all eyes on him as this year’s Finals was said to be 
his and the Miami Heat’s make or break series. Could the team on top possibly pull the first 3-peat since 
the Los Angeles Lakers in 2000-2002?
 Unfortunately not. And as rumors predicted, Lebron James has gone back to the Cleveland Cava-
liers and taken Miami teammates Mike Miller and James Jones with him. Now former Heat player Shane 
Battier has retired, leaving a few strong Miami vets such as Dwyane Wade, Udonis Haslem, and Chris 
Bosh to hold down the team. This loss might have broken the Heat, but can the players that stayed re-
deem themselves against the Spurs next season?

FINAL FLAME
BBy Kayla D. Burnett

Sports



5must-see
black films
(in case you missed them!)

The past year was a monumental breakout period for African-American cinema. 
From mainstream blockbuster hits to independent releases, on-screen depictions 
of the black experience have broken the confines of Madea’s cookouts and slapstick 
comedy. This renaissance of black film is focused on eliminating the notion that 
movies with black casts are only for black people. With skilled production, promo-
tion, and undeniably gifted casts, these films are sure to leave viewers asking for 
more. Here is a list of some of the best films out so far. Make sure to keep up, 
because the tidal wave is only getting higher.

by Joyce Philippe

112 Years a Slave
Solomon Northup is a free 
black man from upstate New 
York. While in the pre-Civil 
War south, he is abducted and 
sold into slavery.

 5 Black Nativity
In the contemporary adaptation of the 
classic play by Langston Hughes, Black Na-
tivity follows a young teen from Bal-timore 
as he travels to New York City to spend 
Christmas with his estranged rela-tives. 
As he embarks on journey to reunite with 
his mother, he learns lessons of faith and 
family, of course not without a little divine 
intervention. 

3 Fruitvale Station
This is the true story of Oscar Grant III, 
who was fatally shot by BART Police in 
the hours before New Year’s Day 2009. 
The film follows his experiences in the 
last day of his life.

2

4 Best Man Holiday
It’s been 15 years since the last time this 
group of friends has been together! The 
next chapter to the 90s classic shows easi-
ly long-forgetten romances (and rivalries) 
can be ignited. The chemistry certainly 
will have you on your toes.

2  The Butler
Cecil Gaines served eight presi-
dents during his tenure as a White 
House butler. View how the pivotal 
moments in American history, in-
cluding Vietnam and the Civil Rights 
Movement, affected this man and his 
family.



“  I learned that courage   
was not the absence of 
fear, but the triumph over 
it. The brave man is 
not he who does not feel 
afraid, but he who 
conquers that fear.  ”
         - Nelson Mandela



Remembering

The fall, triumph, and legacy of the man who became a universal symbol of freedom
               by Joyce Philippe

Nelson Mandela, born Rolihlahla Mandela, 
was born in Transkei, South Africa on July 18, 1918.  
After the death of his father, he was adopted by a 
high-ranking Thembu tribesman, who groomed him 
for tribal leadership. He studied law at University 
College of Fort Hare and the University of Whit-
watersrand; the first in his family to receive formal 
education. Frustrated by the injustice, he began 
attending meetings of the African National Con-
gress (ANC) and soon became an active member. 
The organization aimed to establish a democratic 
government within South Africa. He worked closely 
with fellow party to establish its youth league, the 
ANCYL. When the National Party, dominated by 
Afrikaners, formally introduced apartheid, the Man-
dela’s commitment to politics and the ANC grew 
ten-fold.

The ANC planned to achieve full citizenship for non-
white South Africans through boycotts, strikes, and 
various nonviolent methods. On December 5, 1956 
156 activists were arrested for treason, including 
Mandela. All were aquitted, but government actions 
towards anti-apartheid groups became militant. 
After police opened fire and killed 69 peaceful pro-
testers, the government banned such organizations. 
Mandela went into hiding, and decided that it was 
time for a more radical approach.

On August 5, 1962, Nelson Mandela was arrested and 
later sentenced to life imprisonment. His iconic status was 
sealed around the world when he gave his famous state-
ment:

“I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free soci-
ety in which all persons live together in harmony and with 
equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to live for 
and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am 

prepared to die.”

Mandela spent the first 18 of 27 years in jail at 
Robben Island Prison, where he was confined with-
out a bed or plumbing. He received scare rations and 
fewer privelage as a black political prisoner. He only 
saw his wife once every six months. Despite brutal 
restrictions, he earned a bachelor of law degree while 
in confinement from the University of London. He 
also acted as a mentor to other inmates and smug-
gled out a draft of his autobiography, which pub-
lished five years after his release. He was released on 
February 11, 1990. 

On May 10, 1994, Mandela was sworn in as the first black 
president of South Africa. He introduced many social and 
economic programs to improve the living standards of 
South Africa’s black population. Mandela soon received a 
Nobel Peace Prize and was recognized for his triumphant 
life. He worked diligently to create a new international im-
age for South Africa. He claimed his country as “a rainbow 
nation at peace with itself and the world”, and dedicated 
his life to promoting peace, democracy, freedom, and 
human rights. 

Nelson Mandela passed on December 5, 2013.



“Difficulties break some 
men but make others. 
No axe is sharp enough 
to cut the soul of a 
sinner who keeps on 
trying, one armed with 
the hope that he will 
rise even in the end.”

Credit: world.time.com
Art: Mirciano 2013







“It's bad enough that peo-
ple are dying of  AIDS, but 
no once should die 
of  ignorance.”
             -Elizabeth Taylor

The semester is coming to an end. As chool lets out, many will 
start looking for some company for those wild summer nights. 
While it may be fun to get cozy with a special someone, it’s no 
secret that sometimes, things may go a little further than antic-
ipated. This is why it is important to carry a condom (and use it 
properly) to signifi-cantly reduce risk of STDs, including AIDS. 

There are approximately 1 million people in the United States living with 
HIV. That equals to about 12 times the maxium capacity of Doak Camp-
bell Stadium. Even more shocking is that 1 in 5  people are unaware that 
they are even infected, leaving them capable of unknow-ingly passing 
the virus on to others. While gay & bisexual men of all races are the most 
profoundly impacted group, African-Americans continue to be dispro-
portionately affected. As only 12% of the US Pop-ulation, blacks account-
ed for 44% of new HIV infections in 2010. 

June 27 of every year marks National AIDS Testing Day, the official initiative to en-
courage communities to stay informed on their HIV/AIDS status. At the end of the day, 
the best way to prevent yourself from contracting HIV is to keep yourself and the ones 
around you informed. With regular testing and safe sexual practices, you keep yourself 
healthy and worry free. Remember to think before the next time you decide to go with-
out a condom, because decisions made in one night can follow you for the rest of your 
life. 

Classy
NOT

Trashy

Health & Lifestyle

Understanding the importance of  practicing 
safe sex during the holiday season.

by Joyce Philippe



INCITE
!The Black Student Union

fsublackstudentunion@gmail.com

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN INCITE? EMAIL
bsuincite@gmail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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