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Welcome to the Fall Edition of INCITE the 
magazine. This edition is a hodge podge of issues con-
cerning the African American community as well as 
other topics involving our Seminole community. What 
I like most about this issue is that we didn’t over think 
it. We let it come together very organically and easily. 
When we started this magazine we had no idea how 
it would fare. I’m happy to report that it’s surpassed all 
of my expectations. It’s incredible to be in a position 
to work with so many interesting and creative people. 
The specialness of what we do lies in the freedom our 
executive officers gave INCITE as a whole.

C. Wheeler

LETTERS
From The Editors

According to Webster’s dictionary the defini-
tion of Incite is to move, stir up, or encourage an 
action or feeling. However, in most cases this is tied 
to a negative or unlawful behavior but it doesn’t 
always have to be. Audre Lorde said that, “the learn-
ing process is something you can incite, literally 
incite like a riot.” Well this year Inc!te wanted to do 
just that, spark a desire to crave knowledge because 
essentially knowledge is power. We provided you 
with a little insight as we shed light on events hap-
pening in our world hoping you never give up the 
fight. This year we brought you something riveting, 
groundbreaking, and emotional. Now it’s all up to 
you to choose how you will use this information. We 
couldn’t be more proud of this work of art. Our only 
goal when we started this year was to bring mean-
ing and substance back to this publication along 
with Inc!te as a whole and we did just that. Thank 
you for your overwhelming support, it is much ap-
preciated.

Aniqua C. Hendricks

Dear Reader,

I have had an amazing time writing various pieces for 
this issue of INCITE. Although some pieces were a bit 
challenging to write about, I was definitely up for the 
challenge. Knowing who my potential audience could 
be I wanted to make sure that I really connected with 
them on a personal level seeing how some of the top-
ics I chose to write about really hit home.

This is my first time having my work being published 
into a magazine. As I first began to brainstorm ideas 
for my articles; I was very extremely nervous. Then I 
realized that this is a great opportunity for me to take 
advantage of. At that moment, I released the beast in-
side of me and just wrote my life away. When a writer 
holds nothing back they allow you to really 

pleasure working with Corey and Aniqua. They have 
really showed me that team work makes the dream 
work. I hope you all read every article in its entirety 
and take away something from the magazine as a 
whole.

Kelshay B. Toomer

get to know them. My ultimate goal is for my readers 
to know who I am and to build a connection with me 
through my work. This is only the beginning for me 



6. Become more cognizant of your surroundings

Moving to a new place to start your college journey is a big deal. You do not know how the area functions 
meaning you should not wander alone, especially at night. Do not test the law to see how cool/ strict the police 
can be, just simply abide by the law and move on with your day. Do not become so quick to call someone your 
friend without knowing who they really are. We know that we are adults, but be mindful that bad things can 
happen to anyone at any place and at any age. The Black Student Union wants you to start your college journey 
off safe and sound.
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FRESHMAN
SURVIVAL GUIDE

1. Get to know your 
professors very well.

The first time meeting 
your professors should 
not be when its final 
exam week and you 
need to discuss your 
grades because you 
are borderline “C”. Meet 
them within the first 
week of classes at their 
office hours and plan to 
visit them every other 
week or whatever seems 
to fit your schedule. That 
way they know your 
name, face and know 
that you actually care 
about your grade in their 
class.

2. Use the resources 
that your campus pro-
vides for you

Many people do not 
know what tuition and 
“fees” include. Honestly, 
if you look into it you can 
see that you are paying 

to be a part of different 
agencies, the FSU buses 
& other transportation 
systems, The Leach, The 
Student Life Cinema, the 
use of the libraries and 
their resources and even 
The FSU Reservation 
(Rez). Use those resourc-
es and become familiar 
with them so you can 
get your money’s worth.

3. Come to Union 
Wednesday/ Involve-
ment Fairs

The best way to figure 
out which organiza-
tion you fit well with 
or which events you 
would like to attend 
would be to come out 
to Union Wednesdays, 
every Wednesday from 
11:00am-1:00pm, with 
sound hour being from 
12-1pm in The Student 
Union. There are also 
Involvement Fairs that 
focus more so on what 

Coming into college can be extremely overwhelming and that is still an understatement of how you re-
ally feel. You have many things running through your mind such as, wondering are you going to make 
it to class on time seeing how a college campus is way bigger than your high school or trying to figure 
out where you fit in on campus since there are 500 registered student organizations. Then you have to 
realize that you are an adult when you are in college. You have to cook meals, wash your own clothes 
and make sure you stay on top of your academic life as well. Don’t Panic! I have created a Freshmen 
Survival Guide for you that should help you through your first year as a college student.

an organization and those are held at the beginning of each semester. Both of these events function as a way to 
really figure out what do you want to be a part of and what your legacy will be here at Florida State University.

4. Lead A Healthy Lifestyle

Many freshmen come to college are so focused on other things that they forget that they are responsible for 
cooking their own meals. Some freshmen start eating fast food every night and that has two negative effects. One 
being you are living a very unhealthy lifestyle & gaining weight and the second being you are spending tons of 
money on food on a daily basis. The best way to deal with this would be to buy a few groceries to last you for a 
good 2-3 weeks. You will be eating out less and keeping your bucks in the bank.

5. Find a part time job

It would be very beneficial to you if you landed a nice part-time job on campus. You would have to balance 
school and work but it is very possible. Balance is an essential component in life especially in the real- world. So 
practicing balance early is even better because it can be looked at as piece of cake to you as you step into the 
real world. Also, remember you will be making money for yourself and whatever needs you have that need to 
be funded. I don’t know about you but I love making money.

8. Go Outside Your Comfort 
Zone

In order for you to get the full 
college experience it would be 
best for you to step outside your 
comfort zone. Doing things that 
you are already familiar with will 
most definitely become uninterest-
ing after a while. Be mindful that 
you are going to be in Tallahassee 
for four years minimum, therefore 
you have to be creative and 
willing to try new things and 
join things that you would not 
normally join.

9. Practice Budgeting Your Bucks

Although college is a time for you to
have fun and get to know yourself, 
it is also a time to prepare you for 
life after college. Practicing being 
on a budget and knowing how to manage your money is a very crucial 
component of life. There are many workshops and seminars that are held 
throughout the year on campus that help you budget your bucks.

10. Remember the Ultimate Goal

As you have fun in college, land part-time jobs, join organizations and 
party every day of the week, keep in mind the end goal which is to gradu-
ate. You do not want four years to pass you by and you are looking sad 
because your friends are graduating on time and you aren’t. Stay focused 
and never take your eye off your future degree. 

Pizza Garlic Toast
Ingredients
- Garlic Texas toast
-1 package Pepperoni
- 2 cups Mozzarella Cheese
-Pizza Sauce

Directions
- Preheat oven to 450 degrees
- place toast on a baking pan and put into the oven for 2-3 minutes
- take it out of the oven and put on the toppings; pizza sauce, cheese and 
pepperoni
- Bake until cheese is melted and pepperonis are slightly crispy, Enjoy!
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The State Of OUR

Universities 

Marquise McGriff, 19, is a junior at Florida Memorial University, South Florida’s only HBCU. There, he 
majors in Law & Government. He serves his university and all HBCUs as one of the nation’s White House 
HBCU All-Star Student Ambassadors. He is the Founder and CEO of Club 1964, Inc., a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to the redemption and restoration of HBCUs via the establishment of a Grade School-
to-HBCU-Pipeline. Under the auspice of Club 1964, Inc. and Florida Memorial University, he serves as 
the Convener of “An HBCU Symposium: Promoting & Preserving Our Roots,” a Symposium to bring 
together HBCU students, officials, alumni, and advocates to discuss current issues germane to the HBCU 
Community. 

When examining all that has hap-
pened these past few days at the 
University of Missouri, now is as 
vital a time as ever to put a few 
things into perspective. In this 
day and age, not much happens 
without mainstream and social 
media’s broadcasting – be it war-
ranted or unwarranted –, and by 
the time it’s reached either, it’s ei-
ther already out of control or with 
media’s assistance, will [get out of 
control]. Considering the preced-
ing, it doesn’t require mountain 
moving brain power to recall (or 

assume, in the cases of those who 
decided to not entwine them-
selves with the movement) what 
happened next. Shortly after 
being brought to public eye via 
new stations, it wasn’t many days, 
nor hours, hence that millennials 
and even baby boomers, alike, 
took to social media. Sooner than 
later, all of Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram were in an uproar hash 
tagging #ConcernedStudents1950 
and #Mizzou everywhere. Now, of 
course, this all died down when 
the attacks in Paris happened – 

but! Nevertheless, somewhere 
between #ConcernedStu-
dents1950 and #ParisAttacks, 
something possibly more 
(depending on who you ask) 
controversial broke out, which 
led to many heated debates, 
unfollow/unfriend button 
clicks, reports of user viola-
tions, and fights - as physical as 
physical gets through comput-
er and mobile device screens. 
The HBCU vs. PWI Debate.

As a die-hard HBCU advocate, I chose to remain silent, though my friends and followers already knew my viewpoint: 
That wouldn’t happen at an HBCU. Granted, it likely wouldn’t; but that didn’t make it my place to use this tragedy as 
a platform, which is exactly what many a people of the HBCU community did. However, when considering all that 
factors and powers that be – when is the right time?
All HBCUs were established at a time when African-Americans – or niggas, as they were affectionately called – were 
discouraged from getting an education. Most HBCUs were established after the Civil War, though a few were estab-
lished before its conclusion. Many of the students who our doors were first opened to could not read and write. Over 
a century and half later, guess who we’re still admitting: students who can’t read and write. Yet there’s always the 
question: Why are HBCUs still relevant? 

I understand why some used the Mizzou platform to raise awareness. We often find ourselves in debates about 
our relevancy and necessity post-integration. And often, no matter how loud we scream or yell, we’re often over-
looked – particularly, by our own people. A time when finally the ugly shoe was on the other foot, seemed like to 
perfect time to show what we’ve been trying to say the entire time. I chose to sit out this round because I know 
my worth, the worth of my institution, and the worth of all HBCUs. I know what the numbers say and what sta-
tistics have proven. The way I see it, the students at Mizzou had a choice, and they made it. They went were they 
wanted – which they have the right to do. However, if they ever want to leave, we’ll be here with open arms, say-
ing “Welcome home.”

HBCUs are still relevant because they’re still willing to do the work they’ve done since their establishment – edu-
cating the wayfaring stranger who wants to learn, but is told he can’t.

HBCUs are still relevant because they take time to get college students college-ready after they’ve already en-
rolled, instead of declining them upon application

HBCUs are still relevant because they’re often the only beacon of hope for many people.
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In the most recent movie Straight 
Outta Compton, which is also known as 
the highest grossing film by a black pro-
ducer we see police brutality happening 
in this particular time period. The police 
violence we see now is not nearly as bad 
as it was back then but, it still is a sight 
for sore eyes. Watching that play out on 
to the screen really makes my blood boil 
because people of power abuse their 
authority and take extreme measures 
for unimportant situations. During this 
time period mainly the late 80’s and early 
90’s we see that white cops were talking 
to blacks’ especially the males any kind 
of way. Saying the n-word with so much 
force and hatred to get a reaction out of 
our black men. My heart really goes out 
to the mothers and fathers who were 
trying to raise their sons during that time 
period because it seems as if the people 
that are supposed to serve and protect 
the community were doing the complete 
opposite. 

In an online article posted on the 
Billboard website titled Ice Cube: ‘Police 
Have Become Our Worst Bullies’, Ice Cube 
was asked a few questions on Police 
Brutality and his answers were direct and 
straight to the point. He basically said 
that the judges, the jury, politicians, chief 
of police must hold these police officers 
accountable for their actions. He feels as 
if police officer are designed to win any 

 POLICE BRUTALITY 

                             In The African American Community 
Police Brutality in the black community has always been a very complex controversial issue for years. However, 
now it seems to keep popping up more than ever with the help of social media. Social Media helps spread 
these different cases of police brutality making every one more knowledgeable of how black people are being 
brutality abused by police. Although, it increases awareness on the issue it also instills fear in most people.

battle that they 
are in people and 
we are now start-
ing to realize
that. Which explains why these police brutality situations are being recorded 
and put on social media to show others how unfair and real this is. 
Furthermore, Ice Cube went on to say that he feels as if police officers are 
designed to win any battle, we are now starting to realize that.  Technology 
increases the visbility of these moments of police police brutality and social 
media exposes how unfair and real these challenges are for the U.S. This shows 
no sign of progress. This basically proves that the victims of police brutality 
who have died in the past, died for no reason. The Chief of Police have to do a 
better job of monitoring the police and pointing out a bad cop when they see 
one. 
One line in the article that really touched me was when Cube said “They talk 
shit about our neighborhoods for having a no-snitch policy, but they have a 
no-snitch policy in their department, and that’s the problem.”
We are well familiar with the Rodney King, Michael Brown and Sandra Bland 
cases of police brutality, now lets shed some light on other victims of police 

• Michael Laray Dozer- 26 years old when he was murdered. Police Officer shot and killed 
him because he seem to be “aggressive”

• Dominique Franklin Jr. – 23 years old when he was murdered. Police Officer suspected 
him of robbing a store, tasered him two times which led to him into falling head first into a 
streetlight. He died a couple weeks later 

• Tommy Yancy- 32 years old when he was murdered. Police Officers pulled him over for a 
missing front license plate and then attacked him with K9 dogs, tasered him and beat him to 
death. 

• Emanuel Jean- Baptiste- 28 years old when he was murdered. He was shot and killed be-

cause an officer said he was exhibiting bizarre behavior and confronted the police.

“SAD” FACTS

The fact that “Police Brutality” is a thing 
really saddens me because all police 
regardless of color are supposed to be 
portrayed as heroes; keeping us save 
from danger and violence. When in 
reality they are the ones that could be 
considered as murders who get away 
with a crime just because they are 
wearing a badge. We know that all offi-
cers do not have ill intentions however, 
the more police brutality cases we see 
the more we believe that all officers 
abuse their authority. 

Now we see that gender among the 
African-American race does not mat-
ter anymore. Black women and black 
men are both being killed due to police 
violence among white officers. This 
issue is spiraling out of control each 
time another person dies because 
these officers are not being punished 
in the way they should. TheY give them 
a slap on the hand and proceed to the 
regular scheduled programming. Have 
they thought about the families of the 
victims of police brutality? Do they 
even care? 

Police officers should not be the most hated people in a particular 
area. However, I do understand they have to do their job but their 
job does not require them to just go around and beat people for fun. 
You do not have to be fully enrolled in police academy to know that. 
At the end of the day we are all humans and we deserve some form 
of respect from any officer regardless of what color we are.

Police brutality can happen to anyone, I can’t help to think what 
goes through a person’s mind when they are watching a video of 
police brutality and picture themselves in that helpless situation. 
What do you do as a black person who was honestly abiding the 
law? Do you break down and cry and pray that they don’t abuse you 
just by the color of your skin? Do you blurt out “I’m Innocent I’m in-
nocent” before the police officer pulls out his taser? Are my children 
going to make it home safe from school or will a cop bother them as 
they are walking home?

 Using the hashtag #PoliceBrutalityOnMe    
        
1. Create a video on Instagram explaining what you would do if you 
were about to be a victim of Police Brutality. 

2. Tag The Black Student Union ( Fsu_Bsu) in your video so that it 
could possibly be posted on our Instagram page. 

We have had more police shootings and deaths in 2015 than we did in the past 90 
years. At least 990 people were fatally shot by police this year. 

(Washington Post)
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The Battle Over The 
Confederate Flag

 Debates over displaying the Confederate battle flag are as familiar here as grits and sweet tea. The outpour-
ing of grief after a racist gunman killed nine African-Americans last week during a Bible study at a historic Charleston 
church is testing whether the longtime standoff can last. After imagery emerged over the weekend of confessed 
killer Dylann Roof embracing the flag, local activists and some elected officials are pressing for its removal from the 
Capitol grounds in South Carolina. And with national attention focused on the state’s fraught and often racially-
tinged politics, they think they might finally win.

 The battle over the confeder-
ate flag has been a constant struggle 
as both sides fight to defend their 
stance. Supporters argue that it’s a 
simple representation of heritage. 
However, those in opposition strongly 
protest that it is no form of heritage 
but rather hate. In the past, this flag 
was associated with the Confeder-
ates during the Civil War but that was 
around 150 years ago. The Confeder-
ate were a group of people that were 
fighting to secede from the Union and 
were proud supporters of slavery. In 
fact, the issue of slavery was one of 
the major reasons they decided to di-
vide. While the Union tried to abolish 
it, the Confederacy fought to keep it 
alive.

The flag stood for dividedness and 
as the UNITED States of America it 
should have no value today. Even 

groups like the Klux Klux Klan have been known to use the flag during 
times of heightened racism and discrimination in America can can still 
be seen today. As a symbol that carries more negative history than posi-
tive, why is it still lingering around? We would never bring the swastika 
back and call it a symbol of German heritage because it’s just wrong. 
The same people this flag is supposed to be honoring at one point in 
history was standing on the throats of African Americans. It was a sign 
that many slaves feared. So let me ask you a personal question…if this 
trademarked emblem stands for both the heritage of one race and the 
shackles of another, who holds more power? By allowing institutions 
and buildings to parade this flag around like it has no negative conno-
tations is a shame. “Take the flag down”.

With racial tensions at their climax, how long are we going to allow 
their “heritage” to be paraded on the backs of blacks before we col-
lapse?

Bobby E. Leach
Scholarship Ball

The Bobby E. Leach Scholarship Ball is put on every year by the Black Student Union in honor of 
Dr. Bobby E. Leach was the Vice President of Student Affairs here at Florida State University from 
1978-1988. Little known fact, he was the first black faculty member here at Florida State! This 
pivotal position helped to pave the way for numerous minorities here on campus. This year the 
Master Coordinators for the Black Student Union, Viesha Andrews and Jakeyah Gadson, revised 
the concept of the scholarship ball by making it more aligned with the values of the BSU. After 
a competitive interview process, five finalists were selected for further consideration. The nomi-
nees were asked to attend BSU events, a Bobby E. Leach Session, and at least one BSU executive 
board meeting. With those requirements in mind, the Master Coordinators were able to see how 
well the values that Bobby E. Leach were upheld in each of these individuals. The winner, Aejona 
Chambers, exemplified these characteristics the most. She is a sophomore majoring in science 
and destined to be great, Bobby E. Leach would be proud!
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SPOTLIGHT

I began my journey in sexual health and reproductive rights work via Planned Parenthood of South Florida in 2014 
when my hometown of Fort Lauderdale and it’s corresponding county (Broward county) ranked #2 in the nation for 
HIV/Aids infections amongst young people 18-24. My city, my school, and my people were literally being ravaged by 
an epidemic that could be stopped with the access to proper sexual education. At the time, Broward county mandat-
ed an abstinence-only based sexual education curriculum which left my peers and I in the dark about our sexuality, 
how to protect ourselves, and where to go for help. With little but a passion to make a difference in my community 
and the drive to not back down, I jumped on a team of young people that co-drafted, advocated for, and implement-
ed one of the nation’s first ever comprehensive, medically accurate, all–inclusive, and age appropriate sexual educa-
tion curriculums to over 240,000 students in the Broward county area.

From there, I knew that I possessed power and I knew that my voice could create change. So when I came to college, 
it was a no-brainer that I would lend myself to the fight for reproductive and sexual justice by reestablishing our 
schools chapter of VOX: Voices for Planned Parenthood. VOX has proved to be an organization that allows me to mo-
bilize young people like myself in the fight for reproductive and social justice – and it FULFILLS me. We accomplished 
a HUGE win last year as we help put a halt to HB633, a piece of legislation that would disproportionately affect low-
income women seeking an abortion by inflicting a 24 hour delay on their decision.

In the academic realm, I have had an amazing ride thus far. I currently maintain a 3.9 GPA and have been presented 
with many opportunities that have helped me grow not only as a student, but as a person as well. My freshman year 
I was selected as one of the top 40 freshman leaders on campus and was accepted into the Freshman Leadership In-
stitute. I was also chosen as one of 49 undergraduate women to participate in the Women’s Leadership Institute, was 
selected as one of the top 100 incoming freshman and received the Torch Night Award, and was accepted into the 
Beyond Borders program. I have been invited to over seven honor societies with Golden Key International Honour 
Society, Phi Sigma Theta, Sigma Alpha Pi, and the Oscar Arias Sanchez Hispanic Honor Society to new a few. I current-
ly serve as the President of VOX where I am working towards training advocates for this coming legislative session 
am planning a campus-wide Take Back the Night event with an amazing team to support survivors of sexual assault, 
which I am SO excited for! I also currently serve as a member of the Women’s Student Union’s Political Actions com-
mittee as the reproductive rights chair where I plan to increase awareness of reproductive rights on campus and 
access to sanitary items for women on campus.

“It is our duty to fight for our freedom. 
It is our duty to win. 
We must love each other and support each other. 
We have nothing to lose but our chains.”

~ Assata Shakur
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The Black Student Union’s Eboard

The Black Student Union 2015 Pageant 

Race relations are at an all time high, this can easily be seen at Mizzou, Yale, and University of Illinois. The conversa-
tions regarding public safety of people of color at PWIs and the debates between HBCUs and PWIs confirms the 
apparent need for the Black Student Union at institutions across the nation. The Black Student Union, representing all 
identities, must use their voice to create position change for, not just Florida State, but the entire nation. I believe this 

organization can be a catalyst for great growth.

  Steve Dorcin, Alexia Johnson

      Aniqua Hendricks, Corey Wheeler
INCITE

Health & Athletics

Amber Roach, Danny Arzu
Community Service

Markenley Cherenfant, Mone’t King
Homecoming Directors 

Mavil Cordoba, Marcus Latimer
Political Education

Ashleigh Anderson, Arsene Frederic
Socials & Events Coordinators

Rehema Armorer, Rashard Johnson
C.O.B.OL Directors

Andrew Melville, Moriah King
PR & Marketing

Maurice McDaniel, Kaleigh Mack
Professional Development

Khalil Lewis, Tahirah Slaughter
Fundraising & Sponsorships

Diamond Hill, Valeria Lake
Membership 

President: Sheldon Williams
Vice President: Ebonique Brooks
Secretary: Cecily Matthews
Tresurer: Lee Gibson

Williams-Brook Administration

Jakeyah Gadson, Viesha Andrews
Master Coordinators

Looking back on my interview with 
Ashley and Arsene for the Black 
Student Union pageant, I can defi-
nitely say that I have come a long 
way to now hold the title of Mr. 
Black Student Union. The pageant 
process was a journey that included 
many late nights, trial and error, and 
constructive criticism, but it provided 
me with a beneficial experience that 
I will never forget. I started off this 
journey with seven other strangers, 
and I ended it with those same seven 
people who are now like my family. 
Now that I have been crowned Mr. 
BSU, the sky is the limit for me to 
become a leader and have an impact. 
I plan to use this title as a stepping 
stone to uplift others and contrib-
ute to the Black Student Union and 
Florida State University.

November 2, 2015, is a date that will 
forever be etched in my memory. On 
this day I received the honor of being 
crowned Florida State’s Miss Black Stu-
dent Union for the 2015-2016 year. I am 
truly grateful to serve such an esteemed 
group of individuals. I do not take this 
title that I have been blessed with lightly. 
As Miss Black Student Union I will ensure 
that these attributes of my character 
will stand as a light of positivity and be 
thoroughly executed throughout my 
reign. I am thankful to be a representa-
tive of such a wonderful agency that has 
been implemented to uplift and unify 
African American students across the 
United States, socially and politically, 
through intellect, and various other vital 
principles. Words sincerely cannot express 
the gratitude that I possess. I am beyond 
excited to uphold the standard of Miss 
Black Student this upcoming year. ~ Mr. BSU, Brandon Brown

~ Ms. BSU: Alexis Richardson

Bre Jones
Greek Relations

Taylor Knight
Ms. Congeniality 

Nathalie Domond
Free Spirit 

Arraya Marketta
Most Dedicated 

Demarco Lockhart
Best Smile

Ja’Vail Lewis 
Sauce Master

Armond’a Davis
Jumpman
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Being a part of the homecoming 
committee in the Black Student Union 
has been one of my favorite contri-
butions to this agency. It was a huge 
time dedication, but it was worth 
the tremendous outcome. When I 
joined BSU I contemplated on which 
committee to dedicate most of my 
time to. The homecoming committee 
somehow caught my eye in various 
ways. Once I received more informa-
tion on the tasks that this committee 
will uphold, I than decided that it was 
the best fit for me. I knew that my cre-
ativity would be a great asset, and my 

artistic skills would also be 
something to bring to the 
table. In the beginning we had 
multiple meetings to basically 
brainstorm ideas on how we en-
visioned our homecoming week 
to go. The week of homecoming 
is when all of those ideas came 
to life. My main task through-
out that week and before it was 
creating the float, while helping 
organize the other events of the 
week. Other members of the 
committee and I spent countless 
hours sketching and painting 

our banner, also deciding 
how we wanted to design 
the actual float. When we 
collectively decided that we 
wanted to “Black Out” the 
float, I was extremely excited 
because of the message that 
I knew we could portray to 
the people. The float ended 
up being a representation 
of the current issues that 
were arising in certain school 
systems, which negatively af-
fected minorities. Many of us 
related to the situations that 

happened in Missouri, so there 
were strong feelings and opin-
ions involved, and our float 
represented those feelings. 
Some of the signs read, “My 
Black is Beautiful, “We Matter”, 
and “We Stand with Mizzou”, 
to just name a few. The day of 
the parade was such an over-
whelming feeling for all of us. 
This was the day we were to 
show the people of Tallahas-
see our message. We walked 
through the parade with our 
fists and heads held high to 

show the people that we stand 
with the ones that were af-
fected. I truly think we delivered 
so well because of the people 
we had beside us, Monet and 
Markenley. The collectiveness 
and positivity they brought to 
the table played a huge part to 
why we were so successful in 
our float, and events through-
out the week. This was just the 
beginning of a great experience 
with the Black Student Union.

Homecoming 
Parade

2015
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