
 
 
 
 

 

72nd Student Senate 
Senate Resolution 

 
Resolution #: 63 

Primary Sponsor(s): J. Alvarez and Chabot 
 

WHEREAS: On March 3rd, 1865, US Army Brigadier General John Newton undertook a joint 
force expedition to engage and destroy encampments of troops aligned as enemies of the 
United States, and 
 
WHEREAS: The joint expedition consisted of over Seven Hundred (700) American troops from 
the 2nd Florida Cavalry Regiment, the 2nd United States Colored Infantry, the 99th United States 
Colored Infantry, and Sailors from the USS Hendrick Hudson, and 
 
WHEREAS: In what became known as the Battle of Natural Bridge, Twenty One (21) American 
troops were killed in action by troops aligned as enemies of the United States, and 
 
WHEREAS: During the Battle of Natural Bridge, eighty nine (89) American troops were 
wounded in action by troops aligned as enemies of the United States, and 
 
WHEREAS: During the Battle of Natural Bridge, Thirty Eight (38) American troops were 
captured as Prisoners of War by troops aligned as enemies of the United States, and 
 
WHEREAS: Six United States Sailors were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for their 
actions during the Battle of Natural Bridge, and 
 
WHEREAS: Coxswain George Schutt, USN, was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor 
for “Serving with the army in charge of Navy howitzers during the attack on St. Marks and 
throughout the fierce engagement, Schutt made remarkable efforts in assisting transport of the 
gun, and his coolness and determination in courageously remaining by his gun while under the 
heavy fire of the enemy were a credit to the service to which he belonged”, and 
 
WHEREAS: Seaman Michael Connelly (enlisted as “John Mack”), USN, was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for, “[service] with the Army in charge of Navy howitzers during 
the attack on St. Marks and, throughout this fierce engagement, made remarkable efforts in 
assisting transport of the gun. His coolness and determination in courageously standing by his 
gun while under the fire of the enemy were a credit to the service to which he belonged”, and  
 
WHEREAS: Seaman George Pyne, USN, was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for, 
“Serving with the Army in charge of Navy howitzers during the attack on St. Marks and 
throughout this fierce engagement, Pyne, although wounded, made remarkable efforts in 
assisting transport of the gun, and his coolness and determination in courageously standing by 
his gun while under the fire of the enemy were a credit to the service to which he belonged”, and 
 
WHEREAS: Seaman Thomas Smith, USN, was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for, 
“Serving with the Army in charge of Navy howitzers during the attack on St. Marks and 
throughout this fierce engagement, Smith made remarkable efforts in assisting transport of the 
gun, and his coolness and determination in courageously standing by his gun while under the 
fire of the enemy were a credit to the service to which he belonged”, and 
 
 
 
 
WHEREAS: Ordinary Seaman Charles Read, USN, was awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for, “Serving with the Army in charge of Navy howitzers during the attack on St. Marks 



 
 
 
 

 

and throughout this fierce engagement, Read made remarkable efforts in assisting transport of 
the gun, and his coolness and determination in courageously standing by his gun while under 
the fire of the enemy were a credit to the service to which he belonged”, and 
 
WHEREAS: Landsman John S. Lanning (enlisted as John S. Lann), USN, was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for, “[service] with the Army in charge of Navy howitzers during 
the attack on St. Marks and throughout this fierce engagement made remarkable efforts in 
assisting transport of the gun. His coolness and determination in standing by his gun while 
under the fire of the enemy were a credit to the service to which he belonged”, and 
 
WHEREAS: The Florida State University Reserve Officer Training Corps can trace it’s lineage 
to the Florida Military and Collegiate Institute, who’s students willfully volunteered to take arms 
against the United States of America and commit treasonous acts of violence against American 
Troops sent to defeat the secessionist forces, and 
 
WHEREAS: The Florida State University Army and Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps fly 
Battle Streamers on their Battalion and Detachment Colors earned by traitors attacking troops of 
the United States in the defense of slave owners and secessionists during the Battle of Natural 
Bridge, therefore 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SEVENTY-SECOND STUDENT SENATE THE FLORIDA STATE 
UNIVERSITY THAT: The 72nd Student Senate urges the leadership of the FSU ROTC 
programs to take all legal means within the Department of the Army, the Department of the Air 
Force, and the Department of Defense to remove any Battle Streamers related to the actions 
taken by Confederate military forces during the Civil War 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: A copy of this resolution is sent to the following: 
Cadet Jonathan Levin, AFROTC, FSU Student Body President 
Lieutenant Colonel Keith Pruett, USA, FSU AROTC Battalion Commander  
Colonel Rodney Singleton, USAF, FSU AFROTC Detachment Commander  
John Thrasher, President of Florida State University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFICIAL: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Student Senate President 
  

PASSED: September 9th, 2020  
Unanimous Consent  

Ahmad Daraldik

Ahmad Daraldik
9/15/2020


