
 

72ND STUDENT SENATE 
Senate Resolution 

 
Resolution #: 68 

Primary Sponsor: Chabot, Murcia 
Co-Sponsor(s): Waters, J. Alvarez, Wang, Garcia, Martin, Hinks, Palacio 

 
Whereas: Francis W. Eppes is credited with helping establish what would be Florida State University, and  
 
Whereas: Historical documents prove that Francis W. Eppes did not “singlehandedly” found FSU but was 
rather a “stabilizer” serving on the Board of Education for West Florida Seminary, an early predecessor to 
Florida State University, and 
  
Whereas: Historical documents show that slaves manufactured the bricks and did much of the heavy lifting for 
West Florida Seminary and,  
 
Whereas: There is a statue placed on the Mina Jo Powell Green near the Eppes Building in his honor and the 
College of Criminology and Criminal Justice building is named in his honor, and 
 
Whereas: Francis W. Eppes was a known plantation and slave owner, contributing to the systematic 
oppression of Black people and people of color that has lasted for centuries, and  
 
Whereas: Florida State University should not celebrate people who have historically supported a racist 
ideology and have committed racist actions, and 
  
Whereas: In 2018, the Florida State President’s Advisory Panel on University Namings and Recognitions 
recommended “that Francis Eppes’ name be removed from the College of Criminology building and that an 
educational/historical record of the building having previously been named for Eppes be provided somewhere 
on campus,” and 
  
Whereas: The Panel also recommended “that the Francis Eppes Statue be removed and curated in a 
historically accurate manner and replaced with a more complete and historically accurate recognition of the 
University’s founders, the participation of slavery in the construction of the University, and the Seminole Tribe 
or other First Nation people,” and  
 
Whereas: The President of Florida State University failed to remove the statue, ignoring the 
recommendations of the President’s Advisory Panel, instead, relocating it less than a few feet from its original 
position, and 
 
Whereas: The Eppes Building still maintains its namesake despite the Panel’s recommendations, and  
 
Whereas: FSU continues to marginalize the black community and other minorities on campus by continuing to 
ignore the voices calling to remove Eppes Statue and rename Eppes Hall, and 
 
Whereas: Many professors within the College of Criminology have expressed their support for the removal of 
the Eppes statue and the renaming of the Eppes building, and  
 
Whereas: The Florida State University Coalition of Black Leaders released a statement on June 28, 2020, 
calling for the removal of the Eppes statue and the renaming of the Eppes building, stating that “There should 
be no place on the campus of Florida State University that gives homage to the pains or benefactors of our 
dark past,” and  
 
Whereas: A petition calling for the “Removal of Francis Eppes statue & renaming Eppes Hall for civil rights 
leader C.K. Steele” has gained over 3,300 signatures as of June 30, 2020, and  
 
Whereas: C.K. Steele was a prominent Tallahassee civil rights leader and pastor whose involvement in the 
Tallahassee bus boycotts led to the integration of Tallahassee buses in 1958, and 
 
Whereas: C.K. Steele would continue to fight for equality and civil rights during his life, leading the Florida 
State University administration to confer on Steele the honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree in 1980, 
making him the first African American to receive this honor in the University’s history, and 
 
Whereas: C.K. Steele clearly represents the values and beliefs of Florida State University and has contributed 
greatly to the improvement of the Tallahassee community, therefore 
 
Be it resolved by the Seventy-second Student Senate at Florida State University that: the Florida State 
University Student Senate strongly supports the removal of the Eppes statue and the renaming of the Eppes 
building to the C.K. Steele building, and 
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Be it further resolved that: Should the Florida State Administration and the FSU  
Board of Trustees be unable to change the name of the Francis W. Eppes Building to the C.K. Steele building, 
that the Student Senate then urges the Board to consider any other member of FSU’s Black community in 
addition to reviewing all other statues, roads, and buildings that are named after segregationists to cement our 
university’s progress and commitment to Black voices and, 
 
Be it further resolved that: Should neither the Florida State Administration nor the FSU Board of Trustees 
take action, the Student Senate urges Student Body President Jonathan Levin to use his authority as a 
member of the Board of Trustees to advocate for the renaming of Eppes building and the removal of the 
Eppes statue on behalf of the Student Body and, 
  
Be it further resolved that: The Student Senate of Florida State University recognizes that Black Lives 
Matter and stands in solidarity with those fighting against systemic racism, and 
 
Be it further resolved that: The Student Senate calls on the Florida State Administration and Florida State 
University Board of Trustees to make concrete changes within our community to combat the systemic 
oppression of Black and Indigenous people of color, and 
 
Be it further resolved that: an FSU student, Benjamin Stults, reached out to multiple College of Criminology 
Professors and their responses are to be attached to this resolution, and 
 
Be it lastly resolved that: A copy of this resolution is sent to the following: 
Mr. John Thrasher, President of Florida State University 
Edward Burr, FSU Board of Trustees Chair 
Dr. Amy Hecht, Vice President for Student Affairs 
Jonathan Levin, Student Body President 
Nastassia Janvier, Student Body Vice President 
Ahmad Omar Daraldik, Student Senate President 
Ms. Renisha Gibbs, Vice President for Human Resources and Finance and Administration Chief of Staff 
Dr. Camron Beatty, Black Faculty and Staff Network 
Charee Williams, Black Alumni Association President 
Thomas Blomberg, Dean of the College of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
Ms. Julie Decker, FSU Alumni Association  
Jaze Shaw-Young, FSU NAACP President 
D’Vodrek Ponder, Black Student Union President 
Dr. Danielle Acosta, Director of Student Governance and Advocacy 
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Statements from Professors in the College of Criminology 
 
 

 
I would fully support the renaming of Eppes Hall and the removal of the Eppes statue from campus. Our 
college is welcoming to all students, and our building name should reflect those values.  
  
-Brendan 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
I strongly support the removal of the Eppes statue and the renaming of 
Eppes Hall.  Francis Eppes' history of slave ownership is clearly 
inconsistent with the values that FSU promotes and pursues.  This would 
serve as an important affirmation of our steadfast commitment to equal 
rights, inclusivity, and social justice. 
  
Thanks for working on this important issue. 
  
Sincerely, 
Brian Stults 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Your scholarly activism and insightful criticism concerning the name and likeness of Eppes are much 
appreciated.  My personal thoughts and feelings on the issue would support a renaming and removal of 
the likeness.  Beyond the symbolic change resulting from the removal and renaming, what are the 
systemic or structural corrections being considered to mitigate the unequal access and unequal 
opportunities available to black and other ethnic/racial individuals and groups on campus? 
  
I hope this helps. 
  
Billy 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Thank you for taking this on. I am fully in support of renaming Eppes Hall and removing the Eppes statue 
from campus. I think it would be an important gesture of our values and goals toward anti-racism. 
  
Please let me know if you need anything else or if I can help in anyway. 
  
Thanks! 
  
Marin 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

On the renaming of Eppes Hall: I support this. As part of that, I would support having a plaque in the 
building that describes the re-naming effort and puts into historical context. The transition from being 
Eppes Hall to something else would itself be part of history that should be remembered. 
  
On the Eppes statue, I'm a little more conflicted. Given the role (overstated but also real) that Eppes 
played in the university's early history, I'm fine having this recognized on campus. In this sense, my 
feeling is that his involvement in the unconscionable practice of slavery doesn't eliminate the good things 
he did in other respects. However, if the statue is to remain, I support a plaque that is much different than 
the one placed there in 2019. Its language condemning slavery and Eppes's involvement in it was too 
brief by a great deal. It seemed as if it was put there somewhat half-heartedly. I think there should be 
much stronger language, including stronger language about the university's commitment to an inclusive 
and socially just society. 
  
I also think there should be mention of the removal of the statue from its earlier location and the dilemma 
that emerges when early contributors to a university engaged in or promoted abhorrent practices. Again, 
the process that we are going through right now will itself be part of the history that people should reflect 
on. In fact, future visitors and students may reflect on these things MORE in the presence of a well done 
display than if the Eppes name and statue were entirely scrubbed from the campus. 
  
Okay, that's all from me. Thanks for your efforts on this! 
  
carter 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
I support removing the statue and also renaming the building, since FSU should not honor slave-
holders.  Further, going beyond the narrow issue of the Eppes Building, we also should not honor 
supporters of Secession or the Confederacy, as these were nothing more than efforts to preserve and 
extend slavery. 
  
Gary Kleck 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
I would be in strong support of removing the Eppes name from the building, as well as permanently 
removing the Eppes statue. Although solving structural and systemic racism will not happen overnight, 
the removal of the Eppes name and the Eppes statue is an important step to show that we are committed 
to rebuilding an academic space that is rooted in anti-racist ideology. 
  
I also know that the majority of graduate students in Criminology feel strongly about this and would be 
willing to help join you in efforts to remove the Eppes name and the Eppes statue. 
  
Please let me know what I can do to help. 
  
Thanks! 
  
Jillian 
  
 


