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ARTICLE I THE STUDENT BODY 
 
Sec�on 1 NAME 
 

The name of this organiza�on shall be the Student Body of the Florida State University, 
hereina�er referred to as the Student Body. The governing en�ty of the Student Body 
shall be the Student Government Associa�on of the Florida State University, hereina�er 
referred to as the Student Government Associa�on. 

 
Sec�on 2 JURISDICTION 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, 57th Senate. 
 

All students by virtue of their registra�on in the Florida State University, hereina�er 
referred to as the University, shall be members of the Student Body and shall be subject 
to this Cons�tu�on, the Student Body Statutes, and to all University Rules and 
Regula�ons. 

 
Sec�on 3 MISSION STATEMENT 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 6, 56th Student Senate, Spring Elections 
2004 

 
The mission of the Student Government Associa�on (SGA), is to provide FSU students 
with representa�on, services and advocacy within the university structure. The Student 
Government Associa�on provides quality leadership for, and accountability to its 
cons�tuency by recognizing that strength arises from diversity, engagement, and 
dialogue. 

 
Sec�on 4 FRANCHISE 
 

All students shall be en�tled to vote in the Student Body elec�ons. 
 
Sec�on 5 PURPOSE 

History:  Revised by Amendment 10, 57th Senate. Amended by the 58th Senate 
Amendment 1. Revised by Amendment 1, Spring 2020 election. 

 
The purpose of this organiza�on shall be: 

A. To ensure the greatest par�cipa�on by students in the immediate 
governance of and policy development for the Florida State University at all 
levels. 

B. To manage all Ac�vity and Service Fees in a fiscally accountable manner. 

C. To organize events for students. 

D. To receive complaints from students, inves�gate the problems of students 
and par�cipate in academic policy making decisions concerning students. 

E. To take ac�on on behalf of the student body in general, and to specifically 
work for: 
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1. The expansion of student power in all aspects of student and 

university governance. 

2. The recogni�ons of access to educa�on as a basic human right. 

3. The enforcement of civil rights guarantees in all aspects of university 
life and policy. 

4. The ability of students, staff, and faculty to func�on without undue 
financial stress. 

5. The protec�on of public educa�on. 

6. The defense of the right of faculty, students and campus workers to 
organize in their interest. 

7. The protec�on of full student autonomy over student life, services, 
and interests. 

F. To provide an official voice through which the opinions of the student body 
may be expressed. 

G. To develop SGA policies in a fair and open manner. 

H. To inform all students of SGA ac�vi�es and encourage par�cipa�on in them. 

 
Sec�on 6 STUDENTS RIGHTS 
  

Each student shall be subject to the rules of the courts and the University but these rules 
shall at no �me and in no way abridge the student's rights as ci�zen under the United 
States Cons�tu�on or the Cons�tu�on of the State of Florida. 
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ARTICLE II THE LEGISLATURE 
 
Sec�on 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS 
 

The Legislature Powers of the Student Body shall be vested in the Student Senate, 
hereina�er referred to as the Senate. 

 
Sec�on 2 COMPOSITION 

History:  Amendment 1, added Section D, Spring 2004 Elections, 56th Student Senate. 
Revised by Amendment 10, 56th Student Senate. Revised by Amendment 1, 
Spring 2020 election. 

A. There shall be an elected group of student representa�ves known as Senators. 

B. From this body the Senate shall select a Senate President and President Pro Tempore 
in the Fall Semester, and they shall be elected for a one (1) year term during which 
their seats shall not come up for elec�on, even if they were ini�ally elected in the 
Spring. 

C. Selec�on of other officers shall be by statute. 

D. The exact number of Senate seats shall be determined by statute, but at no �me 
shall this number exceed eighty (80). 

 
Sec�on 3 ELECTIONS 
 

Senators shall be elected in the Fall and Spring semesters, as provided for in the 
Statutes. 

 
Sec�on 4 SENATE SESSION 

A. The Fall Session of the Senate shall begin on the first day of Fall classes and 
terminate at the end of the Fall semester. 

B. The Spring Session of Senate shall begin on the first day of Spring classes and 
terminate at the end of the Spring semester. 

C. The Summer Session of Senate shall begin on the first day of summer classes and 
shall terminate at the end of the Summer semester. 

 
Sec�on 5 POWERS AND DUTIES 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 8, the 56th Student Senate. 

A. Senate shall: 

1. Enact its own Rules of Procedure, which shall require a two- thirds (2/3) 
vote. 

2. Propose, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, Cons�tu�onal 
amendments. 

3. Provide for the compila�on and publica�on of legisla�on. 



CONSTITUTION OF THE STUDENT BODY 
Updated: December 2023 

 
4. Confirm appointments of the Student Body President by a two-thirds (2/3) 

vote for appointments to fill vacated offices, and by a majority vote for other 
appointments. Confirma�on of a Supreme Court Jus�ce shall require a two-
thirds (2/3) vote under any circumstances. 

5. Impeach Student Body officers, both elected and appointed. 

6. Take final ac�on of the proposed Ac�vity Fee Budget. 

7. Appropriate funds to print no�ces as it may deem necessary, but shall have 
no power to restrict freedom of expression in any student publica�on. 

8. Establish its own mee�ng �mes and rules of procedure. 

9. Issue subpoenas upon majority vote of a standing commitee. 

10. Require the registra�on of student organiza�ons with the Senate as 
provided by Statute. 

11. Any veto by the Student Body President may be overridden by a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote of not less than a quorum of the Senate. 

12. Present to the Student Body President all bills passed by Senate, within 
three schools days. 

13. Have the power to write legisla�on. 

14. Have the power to submit referenda to the Student Body upon a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote. 

 
Sec�on 6 LIMITATION OF POWERS 

History:  Revised by Amendment 10, 56th Senate. 

A. Legisla�on of the Senate shall be subject to review: 

1. Only by such officials authorized to do so by the Rules and Regula�ons of 
the University, the Board of Trustees, or by the President of the University. 

2. By the Student Supreme Court in cases where it has jurisdic�on. 
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ARTICLE III THE EXECUTIVE 
 
Sec�on 1 EXECUTIVE POWERS 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, 56th Senate. 
 

All execu�ve powers of the Student Body shall be vested in a President of the Student 
Body, assisted by the Student Body Vice President, Student Body Treasurer, and such 
administra�ve officers as the President shall appoint in accordance with this Ar�cle, and 
by Statute. The Student Body President shall hereina�er be referred to as the President, 
and the Student Body Vice President as the Vice President. 

 
Sec�on 2 ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE POWERS 

History:  Revised by the Amendment 5, Spring 2004 Elections, 56th Student Senate. 
Revised by Amendment 10, 57th Student Senate. Revised by Amendment 1, 
Spring 2020 election. Revised by Amendment 2, Fall 2021 election. 

A. The President shall be elected by a plurality of those vo�ng in the Student Body 
elec�ons. 

B. The Vice President shall be the President's running mate. 

C. The Student Body Treasurer who shall be elected by plurality of those vo�ng in the 
student body elec�ons.  

 
Sec�on 3 DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT 

History:  Revised by Amendment 1, Spring 2020 election. Revised by Amendment 2, Fall 
2021 election. 

 
The President shall: 

A. Administer and enforce all laws of the Student Body. 

B. Appoint Cabinet members as specified in the Statutes. Such appointments 
shall require a majority vote of Senate to be approved. 

C. Have the power to veto or sign acts of the Senate, provided that they 
exercise such power within five (5) school days of presenta�on to the 
Student Body President. A veto may be overridden by a two-thirds (2/3) vote 
of not less than a quorum of the Senate. 

D. Call and preside over mee�ngs of the Student Body. 

E. Make recommenda�ons for legisla�on to the Student Senate. 

F. Address the Senate at the beginning of each semester and at other �mes 
upon invita�on by the Senate. 

G. Instruct and require reports from Cabinet members and approve all policies 
made from them. 

H. Remove, at their discre�on, any officer whom they have appointed to a 
posi�on in the Execu�ve Branch. 
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I. Have the power to call for a referendum subject to two-thirds majority 

Senate concurrence. 

 
Sec�on 4 DUTIES OF OTHER EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, 57th Senate. Revised by Amendment 
1, Spring 2020 election. Revised by Amendment 2, Fall 2021 election. 

A. The Vice President shall assume the du�es of the President in their absence or upon 
their request. 

B. The Vice President shall coordinate the efforts of the Cabinet and shall serve as 
coordinator for the formula�on and comple�on of Cabinet projects. 

C. The Office of the Vice President shall direct grievances and ideas to the proper 
func�onary and see that they are acted upon. 

D. The Student Body Treasurer shall have all the appropriate powers and du�es granted 
to them by statute. 

 
Sec�on 5 PRESIDENT'S CABINET 
 

There shall be a Cabinet to assist and advise the President, the membership of which 
shall be determined by Statutes. 

 
Sec�on 6 LIMITATIONS OF POWERS 
 

Policies adopted by officers and commitees of the Execu�ve Branch shall be subject to 
review in the same manner as legisla�on. 
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ARTICLE IV JUDICIARY 
 
Sec�on 1 JUDICIAL POWER 
 

The Judicial power of the Student Body shall be vested in a Supreme Court and such 
other courts as the Senate may form from �me to �me ordain and establish. 

 
Sec�on 2 ADMINISTRATION: PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 3, 56th Student Senate, Spring 2004 
Elections 

A. The Chief Jus�ce of the Supreme Court as chief administra�ve officer of the Judicial 
System, shall be vested with, and shall exercise in accordance with rules adopted by 
the court the authority to: 

1. Assign cases and du�es among the Jus�ces of the Court. 

2. Supervise the administra�on of all courts. 

3. Inform the Legislature during the Spring Academic term of the condi�on of 
the Judicial System and recommend measures for the improvement of the 
administra�on of jus�ce. 

B. The Supreme Court shall adopt rules governing the prac�ce and procedures in all 
courts. 

C. All courts shall conduct open hearings. 

 
Sec�on 3 SUPREME COURT 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 1, Spring 2002 SGA Runoff Elections. 
Revised by Amendment 1, Spring 2020 election. Revised by Amendment 2, Fall 
2022 election. 

A. Composi�on: The Supreme Court shall consist of: 

1. A Chief Jus�ce who shall be a law student of at least second year standing. 

2. Four (4) Associate Jus�ces who shall be law students of at least second year 
standing. 

3. A Clerk of at least second semester freshman standing; and such deputy 
clerks as the Chief Jus�ce deems necessary. A deputy clerk shall serve as 
ac�ng clerk in the absence of the Clerk. 

4. If there is a vacancy on the Supreme Court as the result of a recusal of a 
si�ng Jus�ce, the Chief Jus�ce shall appoint a Temporary Jus�ce to sit by 
designa�on. The Temporary Jus�ce shall be a law student of at least a 
second year standing. 

B. Procedures 

1. Concurrence of a majority of Jus�ces shall be necessary to render effec�ve a 
decision of the Supreme Court. 
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2. The Chief Jus�ce shall preside over sessions of the Supreme Court. If the 

Chief Jus�ce, in their absences, fails to designate an Ac�ng Chief Jus�ce, 
then the Student Body President shall designate an Associate Jus�ce to be 
ac�ng Chief Jus�ce. 

i. The Clerk shall keep records of the Court, shall cause all decision 
except privileged mater to be made available to members of the 
Student Body, and shall deliver into the hands of their successor all 
permanent records of the Court. 

C. The Supreme Court shall have jurisdic�on: 

1. Over cases and controversies involving ques�ons of the cons�tu�onality of 
ac�ons by student governing groups, organiza�ons and their 
representa�ves. 

2. Over viola�ons of the Student Body Cons�tu�on and Statutes. 

3. Over conflicts between student groups. 

4. To issue writs of mandamus, prohibi�on, and quo warranto when a Student 
Body officer is named as a respondent, or such other writs necessary and 
proper to the complete exercise of its jurisdic�on. 

5. To issue advisory opinions concerning student rights under the Student Body 
Cons�tu�on upon request of the Student Body President or any Senator. 

6. Over cases and controversies involving student conduct as provided in 
Ar�cle IV, Sec�on 4.  

 
Sec�on 4 STUDENT CONDUCT 

History:  Revised by the Constitutional Amendment 10, 56th Senate 

A. The University President is the ul�mate authority in maters of student conduct; 
discipline and the promulga�on of rules, regula�ons and policies for student 
governance. The responsibility for implemen�ng the said authority is exercised 
primarily through the Chief Student Affairs Officer, Student Government, and the 
University Judicial System, in accordance with procedures established or approved 
by the University President. 

B. Any student charged with a viola�on of a Student Government rule or regula�on 
may opt for an administra�ve disposi�on or a hearing before the Student Supreme 
Court as provided by statute. 

 
Sec�on 5 SELECTION AND VACANCIES 

History:  Revised by Amendment 2, 56th Student Senate Spring 2004. Revised by 
Amendment 1, 67th Student Senate Spring 2015. (Article IV Section 5 (A)(5)). 
Revised by Amendment 1, Spring 2020 election. 

A. Jus�ces shall be appointed by the Student Body President confirmed by Student 
Senate as follows: 
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1. Once confirmed by the Senate, Jus�ces shall serve un�l they graduate, 

resign, or are impeached, unless the Supreme Court fail to remove them 
from office. Within six weeks a�er a vacancy on the Court occurs, the 
Student Body President shall select a nominee for each vacant posi�on and 
present these names to the Senate. The Chief Jus�ce of the Student 
Supreme Court shall be responsible for no�fying the Student Body President 
of any vacancy on the Court. 

2. Before choosing a nominee, the Student Body President shall submit the 
candidate’s applica�on forms to the Student Bar Associa�on at the College 
of Law. The Student Bar Associa�on shall then interview each candidate and 
submit a writen opinion on the fitness and qualifica�ons of each candidate 
to serve on the Court to the Student Body President. The Student Body 
President shall then forward one of the candidates to the Student Senate for 
confirma�on. 

3. Confirma�on shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate. 

4. No person shall sit on the Supreme Court who is not a student at the Florida 
State University College of Law of second or third year standing. 

5. All Jus�ces of the Student Supreme Court must have completed the 
Evidence courses at the College of Law before taking office. A Jus�ce may 
also sit on the Student Supreme Court if they are currently taking these 
courses during the semester in which they are confirmed by the Student 
Senate. 

 
Sec�on 6 SUBPOENA 
 

The Supreme Court shall have the power of subpoena over all students having interest 
of effect in maters before the Court. 
  
Failure to obey a subpoena shall be contempt, punishable as provided in Ar�cle IV, 
Sec�on 7. 

 
Sec�on 7 CONTEMPT 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, 56th Student Senate. Revised by 
Amendment 1, Spring 2020 election. 

 
The Supreme Court shall have the power to cite the defendant’s counsel, the opposing 
counsel, all par�es at interest, a witness or spectator for contempt of court and shall 
have the power to try them for this offense and issue punishment thereof. This 
punishment shall be defined as a reasonable penalty that the Supreme Court deems 
appropriate for the par�cular case. 
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ARTICLE V ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 2: Spring 1999 SGA Elections. Revised by 
Constitutional Amendment 10, 56th Senate 

 
Sec�on 1 TIME OF ELECTION 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 5, 56th Student Senate, Spring 2004 
Elections 

A. Senate and Campus Recrea�on Board elec�ons will be held in the Fall academic 
term as provided by Statute. 

B. Student Body President, Student Body Vice President, Student Body Treasurer, Union 
Board, Senior Class Council officers, all elected Agency, Bureau and Affiliated 
Projects Officers, and Senate elec�ons will be held in the Spring academic term as 
provided by Statute. 

C. Referendum and Cons�tu�onal amendment elec�ons will be held as provided by 
Statute. 

D. Recall elec�ons will be held as provided in Ar�cle VII of the Student Body 
Cons�tu�on and by Statute. 

E. Elec�ons for the Representa�ves in the Congress of Graduate Students shall be held 
as provided for in the Student Body Statutes and the COGS Code. 

 
Sec�on 2 ELECTION CONFLICTS 
  

In the case of a holiday or school func�on conflict with any of the above dates in the 
regular session the Senate shall designate another date. 

 
Sec�on 3 ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 4, 56th Student Senate, Spring 2004 
Elections 

A. All students holding a major Student Government office as defined in the Student 
Body Statutes shall be in good academic standing. This means maintaining an 
undergraduate cumula�ve FSU grade point average (GPA) of at least a 2.0, a 
graduate cumula�ve GPA of at least 3.0, or for law students a cumula�ve average of 
67 or higher. 

 
Sec�on 4 RESTRICTIONS ON CANDIDACY 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 9, 56th Student Senate. Revised by 
Constitutional Amendment 1, 57th Student Senate 

A. No student shall hold two major offices of the Student Government concurrently. 
Dormitory offices are not Student Government offices. 

B. No candidate for offices shall exceed campaign expenses limits. 
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C. Any student found guilty by the Student Government Associa�on Supreme Court of 

two or more viola�ons of the Florida State University Cons�tu�on and/or Statutes, 
or found guilty of any viola�on of the University Student Code of Conduct or 
Academic Honor Code, will not hold any office in the Florida State University Student 
Government Associa�on un�l the required sanc�ons are completed. 

 
Sec�on 5 PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHING CANDIDACY 
 

Any qualified student may be placed on the Official Ballot by submi�ng a statement of 
candidacy. 

 
Sec�on 6 TERM OF OFFICE 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, 56th Senate. Revised by Amendment 
1, Spring 2020 election. 

  
All officers of the Student Body shall take office at the �me of installa�on, to be specified 
by Statute. Their term shall cease upon the installa�on of their successors. 

 
Sec�on 7 VACANCIES 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, 56th Student Senate 
 

A. In the event of a vacancy in the Office of the President, the Vice President shall 
assume that office for the remainder of the Presiden�al term. If the office of Vice 
President should happen to be vacant at the same �me as that of the President, the 
Senate President shall assume the Office of the President for the remainder of the 
Presiden�al term, followed by the Student Senate President Pro Tempore, and the 
Student Body Treasurer, in that order. The individual, who has become ac�ng 
President for the remainder of the Presiden�al term, shall then appoint a new Vice 
President from within the ranks of the student body. This appointment shall be 
subject to confirma�on by a two- thirds (2/3) vote of the Student Senate. If there is a 
vacancy in the Office of the Student Body Treasurer, and no Deputy Treasurer is 
available to fill the vacancy, then the President shall have the power to appoint a 
new Student Body Treasurer for the remainder of the Presiden�al term, subject to 
confirma�on by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Student Senate. 

B. All other vacancies created in elected Student Body offices, except for those in the 
Union and Recrea�on Boards, the Congress of Graduate Students, in Agencies, 
Bureaus, and Affiliated Projects with campus-wide elected officers, as well as in the 
Senior Class Council, shall be filled by appointment by the Student Body President, 
with confirma�on by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate, provided all succeeding 
officers have the same cons�tu�onal qualifica�ons as the originally elected officers. 
Vacancies in the above listed offices shall be filled as provided for in the Student 
Body Statutes, except that if no per�nent statute exists then the Student Body 
President shall have the power of appointment by default. 
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C. Offices vacated pursuant to a leave of absence as defined by the Student Body 

Statutes shall be filled for the dura�on of the absence in accordance with the 
provisions of this Ar�cle. 
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ARTICLE VI AMENDMENT PROCESS AND REFERENDUM ELECTIONS 
  
Sec�on 1 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

History:  Revised by Amendment 4, Fall 2021 election. 
 
Amendments to this Cons�tu�on may be proposed by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the 
Student Senate, by pe��on of 1,500 members of the Student Body, or by 
recommenda�on from the Cons�tu�onal Review Commission, and shall become part of 
this Cons�tu�on upon ra�fica�on by two- thirds (2/3) of the votes cast in an elec�on of 
the Student Body, provided that the proposed amendments have been published in a 
campus newspaper at least one week prior to the vote of the Student Body. 

 
Sec�on 2 REFERENDUM 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, 56th Senate 
 

The Student Body may demand a referendum elec�on upon the properly signed pe��on 
of at least five hundred (500) students. The Student Body President can also demand a 
referendum elec�on with a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate. The result of the 
elec�on shall serve as a mandate for the Student Body Government provided that ten 
percent (10%) of the Student Body shall have par�cipated in the elec�on. At no �me 
shall a referendum elec�on demand any result that would violate the provisions of the 
Student Body Cons�tu�on or any result contrary to federal, state, local or university law. 

 
Sec�on 3 

 
In cases where Senate votes on a budget that would result in an A&S Fee increase 
greater than five percent (5%) over that of the previous year (subject to later approval 
by the Ac�vity and Service Fee Commitee) it shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote to pass 
such a budget. This must be done by a roll call vote, and is a special type of referendum 
elec�on that is uniquely carried out by the Senate. 

 
Sec�on 4 

A. It shall be possible to place ques�ons on the ballot to determine student opinion on 
issues. 

B. Such ques�ons shall be placed on the ballot in the same manner as referenda, 
although they shall only require a properly signed pe��on of at least two hundred 
(200) students, or a majority vote of the Senate at the request of the Student Body 
President. However, they may only be used to access student opinion on issues and 
shall not be binding on Student Government, nor subject to Court Review before 
being placed on the ballot. 
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Sec�on 5 GENDER NEUTRALITY 

History:  Added by Constitutional Amendment 2, Spring 2020 election 
  

Amendments to this Cons�tu�on, either through the Student Senate of Referendum, 
must use gender neutral language. 
 

A. Gender neutral language shall be defined as the pronouns “they, them, and 
their(s).” 

 
Sec�on 6 CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW COMMISSION 

History:  Added by Constitutional Amendment 4, Fall 2021 election 
  

A. There shall be a Cons�tu�onal Review Commission to review the Student Body 
Cons�tu�on and present amendments for ra�fica�on by the Student Body. 

B. The Commission shall have the authority to propose amendments to the Student 
Body Cons�tu�on. 

C. The Commission shall meet every three years and submit all proposed amendments 
before the following Spring Elec�on. 

D. The Commission shall consist of the following 10 members: 

1. The Student Body President shall appoint 3 members. 

2. The Student Senate President shall appoint 3 members from the Student 
Senate and shall serve as a member. 

3. The Chief Jus�ce of the Supreme Court shall appoint 3 members. 

4. All members of the commission must be enrolled students at Florida State 
University. 

E. The Commission shall be organized as follows: 

1. The Senate President shall serve as the Commission's chair, and shall be a 
non-vo�ng member except in the event of a �e. 

2. The Commission shall elect a Vice Chair by majority vote. 

3. Any proposals to be forwarded for ra�fica�on by the Student Body must 
pass the commission by majority vote. 

4. The Commission shall adopt a rules of procedure at their first convening by 
majority vote.  
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ARTICLE VII RECALL OF STUDENT BODY OFFICIALS  
 
Sec�on 1 METHOD OF RECALL 

History:  Revised by Amendment 1, Spring 2020 election. 
 

Every elected official of the Florida State University Student Body is subject, as herein 
provided, to recall by the legal voters of the Florida State University Student Body. The 
person or persons demanding recall shall set forth in a pe��on the reasons for the 
demand of recall. If the elected official in ques�on offers their resigna�on it shall be 
accepted and take effect on the day it is offered, and the vacancy shall be filled as 
provided by law. If they do not resign within thirty days an elec�on will be held to 
determine whether the people will recall the officer. On the sample ballot at the elec�on 
shall be printed in not more than two hundred (200) words the reasons for demanding 
recall and in not more than two hundred (200) words the officers jus�fica�on of their 
course in office. they shall con�nue to perform the du�es of their office un�l the results 
of their official elec�on shall be officially declared. The recall pe��on shall be filed with 
the officer with whom the pe��on for nomina�on to such office should be filed, and the 
same officer shall order the special elec�on when it is required. No such pe��on shall be 
circulated against any officer un�l they have actually held office for three months. A�er 
one such pe��on and special elec�on, no further recall shall be filed against the same 
officer during the term for which they were elected. 

 
Sec�on 2 NUMBER OF SIGNATURES REQUIRED FOR A PETITION OF RECALL 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, 56th Student Senate. Revised by 
Amendment 1, Fall 2021 election. 

A. Pertaining to the recall of campus-wide elected officers (Student Body President, 
Student Body Vice President, Student Body Treasurer, Campus Recrea�on Board 
Members, Elected Agency, Bureau, and Affiliated Project personnel, and Union 
Board Members, or any other campus-wide elected officer as dictated by statute) 
five percent (5%) of all students or 1,500 signatures, whichever is greater. 

B. Pertaining to the recall of Senators, COGS Representa�ves and Senior Class Council 
officers: ten percent (10%) of those enrolled in the division in which the seat in 
ques�on is located or fi�y (50) signatures from that division, whichever is greater. In 
the event that a par�cular division has less than fi�y (50) students enrolled, then the 
number of signatures required shall be two-thirds (2/3) of all the students in that 
division. 

 
Sec�on 3 IMPEACHMENT 
 

Any elected official of the Student Body or any officer appointed to fill the vacancy of 
any elected officer or any Supreme Court Jus�ce may be impeached by the Senate, as 
provided by Statute, on charges of malfeasance, misfeasance or nonfeasance. 
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Sec�on 4 REMOVAL 

A. Any elected officer of the Student Body or any officer appointed to fill the vacancy of 
any elected officer or any Supreme Court officer may be removed from office, 
following impeachment of the Senate, by the Supreme Court as provided by Statute. 

B. Upon impeachment by the Senate of a Supreme Court Jus�ce, the Jus�ce shall be 
automa�cally suspended. The Student Body President shall appoint an ac�ng Jus�ce 
who shall serve only in the impeachment proceedings. The temporary appointee 
shall have the same qualifica�ons of a Jus�ce, but need not go through the normal 
nomina�on process required under Ar�cle IV, Sec�on 5, except for being nominated 
by the Student Body President and confirmed by Senate. 
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ARTICLE VIII PANAMA CITY BRANCH CAMPUS 
 
Sec�on 1 
 

Students of the FSU Panama City Branch Campus shall have all the rights, privileges, 
protec�on, and du�es accorded to the students of the Florida State University as defined 
in the Cons�tu�on. 

 
Sec�on 2 
 

The Florida State University Student Senate shall be empowered to adopt, alter or 
amend statutes of the FSU student body in order that the members of the Branch 
Campus be afforded the full and appropriate benefits of FSU Student Body membership. 
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ARTICLE IX CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 7, 56th Student Senate. Revised by 
Constitutional Amendment 2, 58th Student Senate. 

 
Sec�on 1 

 
There shall be a graduate student organiza�on as part of the Student Government 
Associa�on (SGA) known as the Congress of Graduate Students (COGS). COGS shall 
represent certain graduate, special, master, specialist, professional, doctoral and post-
baccalaureate students. COGS as well as its Administra�ve Code shall be subject to all of 
the provisions of the Student Body Cons�tu�on and Statutes. 

 
Sec�on 2 

History:  Revised by Constitutional Amendment 10, Fall 2021 election. 
 

Graduate students shall receive fi�y percent (50%) of Ac�vi�es and Services (A&S) Fees 
paid by students classified by the Registrar as Master’s, Specialist, Doctoral, Juris 
Doctor, Doctor of Medicine, or otherwise notated as post-baccalaureate and/or 
graduate students. These fees shall be allocated to COGS by SGA at the start of the 
annual budget process and shall be administered by the elected representa�ves in the 
Congress of Graduate Students. COGS financial administra�on shall be consistent with 
and subject to the Student Body Cons�tu�on and Statutes. 

 
Sec�on 3 
 

COGS shall have an elected group of representa�ves, who shall govern it. Rules 
controlling COGS’ elec�ons and appointments in the event of a vacancy shall be set 
down in the COGS Administra�ve Code, and by the Student Body Cons�tu�on and 
Statutes. 

 
Sec�on 4 

 
COGS shall have the authority to make its own internal Administra�ve Code, rules, and 
procedures that shall be set down in the COGS Administra�ve Code. COGS shall control 
its funds provided to it in sec�on two (2) of this ar�cle, and establish its own rules for its 
expenditures, subject to applicable Federal, State, Local, University and Student Body 
Statutes laws. 
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